Unruly passenger dies during flight 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — An uniuly passenger died 
aboard a Mala/ Hungarian aniiner on Sannriay after bein* 
strapped to bis seat and injected with tranquillisers. The na£ 
senger, identified by Turkey’s Anatolia news agency as 
Tinnisfa national Mikaanar Peterson, was dead by the time ibe 
is nsde an emergency landing in Istanbul. Anatolia and Hun- 
^sMTl news^n^said the man starred harassing others 
Aboard 3 flight bom Bangkok to Budapest He allegedly 
inched a plot and tned to choice an attendant The crew and 
fpsssengas tied him to his seat and a doctor aboard gave him 
^itgectioa An autopsy done later in the day showed he died 
because of the mixture of the tranquilliser and some other dru° 
or alcohol. ^ Witnesses saw tte man take a pill before he became 
.viofenr and authorities suspected be was drunk. Anatolia said. 
The crew and ihe doctor were being interrogated at the airport. 
A new crew from Hungary was expected to fly the jet to 
Budapest with 1 89 other passengers later Saturday. 
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Draft budget sent to Parliament 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government on Saturday 
approved the 1 999 proposed budget and sent it to Par- 
liament, Finance Minister Michel Maito said Satur- 
day. The minister added that the budget’s total expen- 
diture would be JD2160 million, including JD1863 
million as current expenditure and JD477 million as 
capital expenditure. Mono said he hopes that the total 
expenditures would not exceed JD2113 million, 
reserving in a JD47 million surplus. According to the 
minister, a JD388 million deficit would be covered by 
JD200 million provided as grants and financial assis- 
tance, while the rest would be obtained through local 
and foreign loans. 
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Palestinian protesters dash with Israeli troops Drive to put press law on 

Agencies mg Palestinian raisoners f " ’ - " I I I !l! A. ^ 


ANGRY PALESTINIAN 
- protesters eying to tear down a 
fence around a Jewish settle- 
ment on occupied Arab land 
were dispersed by Israeli sol- 
diers firing plastic-coated 
metal bullets and tear gas Sat- 
tftiay, witnesses said. 
Meanwhile, Palestinian 
leaders called a meeting of the 
Pa lestinian Central Council 
(PCQ in Gaza Thursday to 
reaffirm their acceptance of 
Israel's right to exist. 

The PCC speaking for the 
irembership of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 

(PLO), is expected to endorse 
President Yasser Arafat’s nulli- 
j faninn of articles in the PLO 
Charter which called for the 
^snKtion of the Israeli state 
(see story on page 12). 

. About 100 protester, 
demonstrating against Israel's 
Mane d- detention of over 
2^00 J^alestinians in its jails, 
poured out their anger at the 
Ariel settlement in the West 
Bankby trying to pull down its 
metal fence. 

•."Ted Palestinians were 
ttunded from tear gas and 
two others were beaten by 
Israeli soldiers who damaged a 
Jhtetinian protest tent situated 
dot the settlement,” one wit- 
Dfiss said. . 

Tte Israeli army said it was 
(taking the report 
Israel Radio repotted 
dunoostrators set fire to an 
etectriciry pole near tbe settle- 
ment. and threw stones at the 
: femes of Jewish settlers. 

; .friediffian 'demonstrations 
hare been prompted by 
-l^Ps release erf 150 com- 
mon criminals in the first 
■ $rwp of 250 Palestinian pris- 
L doers freed inNovember in the 
\ fist stage of the hnplementa- 

g of the interim Wye peace 
ad - 

rad made a verbal pledge 
st.ihe Wye River talks to free 
750 Palestinian captives in 
= firee stages. 

- Palestinian ofBcials said 
Israel had promised to free 
pifitical detainees, not crimi- 
I- D^S. 

i The United States Friday 
r fedted Israeli terms for free- 


ing Palestinian prisoners. 

“In our view at this stage, the 
Israelis have done what they 
said they would do at Wye 
concerning prisoner releases,'' 
said State Department 
spokesman James Foley. 

Israel has said the remaining 
500 prisoners to be released 
under the Wye accord will also 
be criminals because there 
were no remaining Palestinian 
political prisoners without 
"blood on their hands” or 
membership of the Islamist 
movement, Hamas. 

Palestinian demonstrators 
holding photographs of jailed 
relatives also marched through 
the streets of RamaOah in the 
West Bank in protest at Israel's 
refusal to release political pris- 
oners. 

A masked Palestinian burnt 
an Israeli flag with the Nazi 
swastika painted on it during 
the protest 

A mother holding a vigil in 
Nablus for her son imprisoned 
for ten years said the release of 
prisoners should be a precon- 
dition to any changes of the 
Palestinian National Char ter 
which calls far the destruction 
of Israel. 'Tt is time to open a 
new page in relations between 
the Israeli and the Palestinian 
people. I ask to close the war 
files in order to open the peace 
fries,'’ Asmad Asi said, hol ding 
up a photograph of her jailed 
son. 

Palestinian prisoners have 
staged intermittent hunger 
strikes since November. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Israel prison authority said 260 
security prisoners in Nafha 
prison refused to take three 
meals Saturday. But in other 
jails, he said, they were earing. 

But a spokesman for a Pales- 
tinian prisoners' association 
said in RaroaHah all Palestin- 
ian prisoners in Israeli jails 
started an open-ended hunger 
strike Saturday to demand 
their immediate release. 

The prisoners' spokesmen 
told a press conference that 
“all 3,000 Palestinians’’ held in 
Israeli jails would join the 
hunger strike until Israel 
released 750 of them, as 
promised under the Wye Plan- 
tation accords. 


Lebanon’s new 
cabinet drafts 
reform programme 


M2RUT (R) — Lebanon's 
Prune Minister Selim AI 
HoM ; ntet.key ministers on 
Saturday to draft a task list 
his government to carry 
°nf economic and adminis- 
trative reforms. 

-fttmier-designaie Hoss 
*0_"lalks with President 
Lahoud at the Baabda 
I^sidential palace, where he 
®®WRd the maiden meet- 
^ of his 16-member cabinet 
on Friday. 

The 68-year-old premier, 
"%) .tins week became 
t^arkxfs prime minister for 
j^fif\h..time, then held a 
®^naonmng session with 
^ ministers to formulate a 
P r °gramme which has to win 
from parliament 
cabinet officially 
^office; 

A’w . no rime to talk. 
J^Vgot so much work to 
Finance Minister 
j/^^ Kurum told reporters 
$ to the weekend 


comments epitomised 
JJ-work ethic that economist 
appointed on Wednes- 
replace longstanding 
jSgRafik Al Hariri, has 
would pervade his 


JJSiciaris and economists 
J-h^were encouraged by 
r^^mocrat and parlia- 


strong economic 
.^ cfcbbing it a refreshing 
^f'Sejfrom the 30-minister 


Hariri government which 
included many militiamen. 

But they said the new gov- 
ernment's credibility hinged 
on its plans to bolster an 
economy teetering under a 
huge budget deficit and free 
decision-making from die 
sectarian politics that have 
hampered political reforms. 

Parliamentary sources said 
the government would 
announce its programme by 
tbe end of next week and pre- 
sent it to the 1 28-member 
assembly by Dec. 15. 

Veteran politician Hoss told 
reporters after he was chosen 
that his government would 
adopt austerity measures and 
a strict fiscal policy to wage 
war on the deficit, targeted at 
42 per cent of expenditure by 

the end of 1998. 

Hoss, well-respected across 
the sectarian spectrum, also 
reiterated Lahoud's inaugural 
promises to purge tile gov- 
ern meat of corruption and 

enforce the law. 

His comments reassured 
the country's volatile mar- 
kets which had been jolted 
by Hariri’s surprise depar- 
nire and economists fore- 
cast the cabinet structure 
would cheer the foreign 
investors which Lebanon 
rebuilding its economy 
after the devastating 1975- 
1990 civil war. is tryin^ to 
lure. 

(Continued on page 12) 



House agenda initiated 






By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies yesterday said 
they are preparing to circu- 
late a petition to collect sig- 
natures to put the contro- 
versial 1998 Press and Pub- 
lications Law back on the 
Lower House's agenda dur- 
ing the current session. 

Lower House opposition 
deputy Khalil Hadadin said 
the petition had not been 
circulated for signatures 
yeti but that a programme 
to do so was well under- 
way. 

“I do not want to disclose 
names of those who are 
supporting the initiative at 
this point.” Hadadin said. 
"We know that there are 
more than ten deputies 
Interested in putti ng the 
press law back on the agen- 
da, but we want to generate 
all the support possible 
before disclosing their 
names." 

The Constitution allows 
that any 10 or more 
deputies or senators pro- 
pose any law, whieb is then 
referred to the concerned 
committee; in the case of 
the press law, the National 
Guidance Committee. If the 
House accepts the proposal, 
it then refers it to the gov- 
ernment to draft as legisla- 
tion. 

Deputy Nazih Amman n 
said that those in support of 
the petition will urge their 
colleagues in the Lower 
House to amend the present 


law. passed this summer 
after an arduous, week-long 
series of closed hearings on 
the merits and faults of the 
government-drafted legisla- 
tion. 

“We are seeking only to 
make amendments because 
the composition of the par- 
liament at this moment 
makes it impossible to 
bring an entirely new law” 
Aramarin said. 

The deputy added that 
support for amendments to 
the law extended beyond 
the handful of opposition 
Parliamentarians and that 
supporters of amending the 
law are trying to find a 
“common vision” in which 
conservative House mem- 
bers could also voice their 
support for amendments 
that will "give a better 
opportunity to advance 
press freedoms than that 
available now.” 

As Parliament debated 
the law — voted on by only 
38 of its 80 deputies after 
14 deputies stomped out of 
the House citing violations 
of parliamentary by-laws 
during the final reading of 
the law — Lower House 
members complained of 
substantial government 
influence, including the 
presence of government 
officials during National 
Guidance Committee- 
meetings and closed door 
hearings with members of 
the press. 

Newly-elected Speaker of 
the Lower House Abdul 


Hadi Al Majali was quoted 
in Al Dustour Arabic daily 
yesterday as suggesting that 
some parliamentarians had 
been subjected to govern- 
ment pressure during the 
debate of the law last sum- 
mer. 

"No single group should 
dictate its opinion to the 
others," Majali said. “What 
is required is that all issues 
be discussed without pres- 
sures or influences and 
decisions be made after 
each issue is studied thor- 
oughly. Parliament and it's 
committees should not 
come under the influence of 
the executive and should be 
able to provide deputies 
with all resources possible 
to enrich debate and dia- 
logue in order to take the 
right decisions through a 
parliamentary majority. 

“These factors were not 
readily available to deputies 
who decided on the press 
law” Majali said. “But the 
law has become effective 
and can be amended. It 
must be said that the gener- 
al atmosphere in which the 
law was passed was not 
comfortable to all parties. If 
the pressure on Parliament 
is relieved. Parliament will 
mature and produce indi- 
viduals capable of working 
properly.” 

The deputies expect to 
present their petition to 
National Guidance Com- 
mittee within the coming 
ten days (see related story 
on page 3). 


Annan in Libya, hopes to 
‘break ice’ over Lockerbie 


A Palestinian yonth passes by Israeli soldiers waving bis national flag on Saturday 
near the Israeli settlement of Ariel, south of Nablus, after clashes occurred between 
Pal estinian demonstrators and Israeli troops to protest against Israel's continued 
expansion of Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. Six Palestinians were 
wounded as a result (AFP photo) 


Syria, Iraq renew invitation to 
Turkey to attend water talks 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
and Iraq on Saturday 
renewed their invitation to 
Turkey to resume three-way 
talks on sharing the waters of 
the Euphrates and Tigris 
rivers, officials said. 

Syrian irrigation Minister 
Abdul Rahman Madani and 
his Iraqi counterpart, Mah- 
moud Diyab AI Ahmad, said 
following talks in Damascus 
that the invitation was open in 
terms of time and venue. 

“We cal] for revival of the 
activities of the tripartite Syr- 
ian-Iraqi-Thrirish commit- 
tee,” the ministers said in a 
press statement 

The committee was formed 
in 1980 with the aim of shar- 
ing the warers of the rivers. 


Turkey has boycotted the 
talks for several years. 

Tbe Iraqi and Syrian minis- 
ters stressed that water should 
be used as a method to pro- 
mote cooperation, friendship 
and peace among the three 
countries, one official said. 

The official said that Syria 
and Iraq agreed during the 
meeting to coordinate closely 
in efforts aimed al reaching a 
permanent and final agree- 
ment with Turkey on the 
sharing of the two rivers. 

“The water quotas should 
be decided in fair and reason- 
able way and in accordance 
with international law, the 
good neighbourly relations 
and the historical ties among 
the three countries,” the offi- 


cial said. 

Damascus and Ankara 
signed a provisional agree- 
ment in 1987 according to 
which Turkey would allow 
the flow of 500 cubic metres 
of water per second to down- 
stream Syria. 

Earlier this year, Turkey 
threatened to use force unless 
Syria halted its alleged sup- 
port for tbe Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) seeking to 
establish self-rule in south- 
east Turkey, but the crisis 
eased when both signed a 
security agreement in which 
Damascus pledged not to 
back the PKK. 

(Continued on page L2) 


By Paul Mqjendie 
Reuters 

LONDON — U.N. Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan 
feels that "maybe he can 
break the ice” with Libyan 
President Muammar Qad- 
hafi over the surrender of 
two suspects in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing, his 
spokesman said on Saturday. 

But he insisted that Annan 
was very much "the man in 
the middle” between Libya 
on the one hand and Britain 
and the United States on the 
other. 

Annan flew to Libya from 
Tunisia on Saturday, evi- 
dently discounting Libyan 
claims that Qadhafi did not 
have the authority to hand 
over the suspects. 

While some diplomats 
said Annan would not be 
making the trip to the city of 
Sirte without assurances of a 
date for the handover, others 
said Qadhafi was unpre- 
dictable and a deal was not 
yet sealed. 

Annan’s spokesman Fred 
Eckhard told BBC Radio: 
"There are still one or two 
outstanding issues and the 
secretary general feels that if 


he can talk to President Qad- 
hafi. maybe he can break the 
ice. In any case, he feels it is 
his obligation to try." 

"We are a little bit the man 
in the middle in this” he 
added. 

Libya has been under 
United Nations sanctions 
since 1992 for refusing to 
hand over the suspects, intel- 
ligence agents Abdul Basset 
Ah Mohammad Al Megrahi 
and Lamen Khalifa Fhimah. 

The men are accused by 
the United States and Britain 
of blowing up a Pan Am air- 
liner over the Scottish town 
of Lockerbie in December 
1988, killing 270 people. 

Libya warned on Friday 
that Qadhafi would not be 
able to sign a deal to extra- 
dite the men when he met 
Annan. 

The diplomatic editor of 
the official Libyan news 
agency JANA which usual- 
ly reflect^ Qadhafi’s own 
point of view, insisted Qad- 
hafi was not a head of state 
under Libya's constitution 
and that the only body able 
to decide on such matters 
was tbe Libyan people 
through its "popular com- 
mittees” 


The comment suggested 
that any decision to hand 
over the suspects had to be 
formally approved by some 
500 grassroots committees 
all around the country, and 
then by parliament 

Jim Swire, whose daugh- 
ter was killed in the crash 
and who has led the cam- 
paign for British victims, 
said he was confident tbe 
two would be handed over 
soon. 

“There is a lot of circum- 
stantial evidence that these 
two are going to be handed 
over. I don’t know when but 
I am convinced it is going to 
happen in the fairly new 
future.” 

He. like the British gov- 
ernment insisted that the 
two should be jailed in Scot- 
land if convicted. 

“I think it is right and just 
that if they were found 
guilty, they should serve 
their sentence in Scotland. 
That is where my daughter 
was murdered. That is where 
the other 269 people were 
also murdered.” he told BBC 
Radio. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Iraq says UNSCOM weapons inspectors distorting facts 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
accused a senior U.N. 
weapons inspector Satur- 
day of distorting facts in a 
report to the Security 
Council in which he said 
inspectors were not grant- 
ed access to a site they 
wanted to check last 
month. 

Hussam Mohammad 
Amin, Iraq’s liaison officer 
with the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
inspectors, said the report 
by UNSCOM Deputy 
Chairman Charles Duelfer 
sought to pin the blame 
wrongly on Iraq for an 
attempted Nov. 25 inspec- 


tion which was eventually 
called off. 

Amin said a team of 12 
inspectors showed up for a 
surprise visit at a site 
“belonging to one of the 
foreign organisations resi- 
dent in Iraq." 

The site was described 
by Duelfer as being con- 
trolled by Iranian 
Mujahideen rebels who 
have bases in Iraq. Duelfer 
said officials from Amin's 
National Monitoring 
Directorate told UNSCOM 
they could not grant access 
to the site. 

‘According to rules 
agreed with the Special 


Commission, sites belong- 
ing to foreign agencies 
must have agreement 
between the head of the 
inspection team and the 
foreign agency.” Amin 
said, quoted by the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

"The Iraqi side behaved 
exactly in accordance with 
this [agreement],” Amin 
added. 

He said the head of the 
inspection team held three 
hours of discussions with a 
representative of the “for- 
eign agency” at the 
entrance to the site before 
deciding not to enter and 
returning to Baghdad. 


“There was no interven- 
tion by the Iraqi side” 
Amin said. 

Duelfer said in his report 
that UNSCOM chairman 
Richard Butler decided to 
withdraw the team of 
inspectors from the site 
and that UNSCOM then 
had discussions with the 
Iranian exiles. 

Amin said Duelfer was 
trying to put the blame for 
the incident on Iraq, whose 
cooperation with 

UNSCOM is being closely 
monitored after it narrowly 
averted U.S. and British air 
strikes last month by 
pledging unconditional 


cooperation. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
said Amin “ expressed his 
great surprise at Duelfer’s 
insistence on distorting 
facts and his determination 
to cast the blame on Iraq.” 

“The Iraqi side did not 
prevent any inspection 
team from reaching the 
sites which the Special 
Commission asked to visit 
and it did not delay the 
arrival of these teams to 
the sites they wanted to 
inspect” Amin said. 

Amin said the same 
inspection team had made 
15 surprise visits to sites 
ranging from a fizzy 


drinks firm to a company 
producing refrigerators. 

He also refuted Duelfer's 
complaint in the same 
report that an Iraqi escort 
helicopter flew too dose to 
a U.N. helicopter, saying 
UNSCOM had already 
been given a detailed 
explanation of the event 
and Iraq considered the 
matter closed. 

Duelfer's report also 
referred to the discovery of 
a “Class I biosafety cabi- 
net and some filter press- 
es” that could have dual 
industrial and military use. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Arafat renews call 
for Palestinian state 

Urges agreement with Israel on independence 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
on Saturday renewed a con- 
troversial call for a Palestin- 
ian state to be declared by 
May next year, saying there 
could be no lasting peace 
without its existence. 

But Arafat, on a visit to 
Sweden, did not repeat previ- 
ous pledges to unilaterally 
declare a state by May 4. He 
instead urged an agreement 
with Israel on Palestinian 
independence. 

"There can be no just solu- 
tion to the conflict without 
the agreement on the exis- 
tence of two states... the state 
of Palestine alongside the 
state of Israel," he said in a 
speech to Sweden's parlia- 
ment. 

.Arafat went on to say that 
there was an urgent need to 
decide the borders of a Pales- 
tinian state by the time a five- 
year transitional period under 


the Oslo peace accords ends 
on May 4. 

U.S. and Israeli diplomats 
bad said earlier they hoped 
that he would not use his cer- 
emonial visit to Sweden to 
repeat plans to unilaterally 
declare a Palestinian state by 
that deadline. 

‘'We believe that a neces- 
sary precondition for achiev- 
ing peace in the region is the 
recognition of the deep 
attachment of both the Pales- 
tinian and Israeli peoples to 
the peace of the brave in the 
holy land of Palestine," Arafat 
said. 

“This necessitates that 
every effort be made to reach 
an agreement and to delineate 
the borders of the Palestinian 
state before May 4, 1999,” be 
said. 

The cabinet of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
embroiled in a fresh row with 
Palestinian authorities, have 


demanded that they pledge 
not to declare an independent 
state next May. 

In Jerusalem, Palestinian 
officials said PLO leaders 
would meet in Gaza on 
Thursday to reaffirm that they 
recognise Israel's right to 
exist in a step towards fulfill- 
ing part of their latest interim 
peace deal. 

Arafat, who is accompa- 
nied by a group of senior 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty personalities, is due to 
meet Meir Shitreet, parlia- 
mentary whip for 
Netanyahu's Likud Party, and 
Labour legislator Yossi Beilin 
during his 24-hour visit to 
Stockholm. 

Arafat arrived in Sweden 
on a visit marking the 10th 
anniversary of his renounce- 
ment of violence and recog- 
nition of Israel, a landmark 
step which Swedish negotia- 
tion helped to bring about. 



ECEVIT MEETS WITH YILMAZ IN ANKARA: Bulent Ecevit, leader of the Democratic Leftist Party fRL shakes 
hands Saturday with the former Prime Minister Mesut Yflmaz, leader of the Motherland Party. Both leaders met 
for talks after Ecevit was asked by President Suleyman Demirel to form the next Turkish government on Dec. 2 
(Reuters photo) 


embassy 


BUENOS AIRES (DPA) _ 
A 43-year-old Iranian worrit 
has been arrested in Bus** 


a bomb attack on tbe ls^ 
embassy in Aigentina in 1990 
in which 29 people 
killed, it was reported Satur- 
day. 

Argentine authorities bad 
launched an iraen&ioEBl 
search for Nasrim Mdkiaari 
after a former friend^ , ^ 
Brazilian WasonDos Saaos, 
had said she had boasted to 
him of the bombing. - - - 
Mbkbtari arrived itLAigai- 
na for the first time in 1987 
and worked as a pnxti&ge, 

acccading to La Nation *ws- 

papen 

The newspaper sard'u* 
country's intelligence. service 
discovered ha" m Cyprus sev- 
eral months ago arxl-ktredta- 
to Argentina with the f ro ma e 
of a lucrative businessdraL 


Turkish Cypriots prepare to vote in parliamentary polls 


ANKARA (DPA) — Voters 
in the Turkish-held north of 
the divided island of 
Cyprus were preparing Sat- 
urday aimed a heated cam- 
paign to go to the polls on 
Sunday. 

More than 120.000 Turk- 
ish Cypriots are expected to 
turn out to choose between 
352 candidates for the 50- 
seat parliament of the 15- 


year-old breakaway Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC). 

Sunday's elections are 
being run for the first time 
under a proportional repre- 
sentation voting system, 
making predictions of the 
results more complex. 

According to recent pub- 
lic surveys, opposition cen- 
tre-left parties are expected 


to do well, and could force 
current Prime Minister 
Dervis Eroglu to choose 
one of them as bis coalition 
partner. 

Eroglu is now allied with 
the party of Sendar Denk- 
tash. whose father Rauf 
Denktash is the leader of 
Turkish Cyprus. 

The position of Serdar 
Denktash' parly could be 


shaken, the Turkish 
Cumhuriyet newspaper 
wrote. 

Denktash and his father 
Rauf, who leads foreign 
policy in the enclave, refuse 
to negotiate with the Greek 
Cypriot south of the island 
until their authority is 
recognised as a state. 

As parliament has only an 
advisory role in foreign 


policy, the elections are not 
expected to spell a major 
change in the TRNC’s 
Ankara- dependent stance 
on the Cyprus issue. 

Cyprus has been divided 
into a Turkish community 
in the north and a Greek 
one in the south since the 
1974 Turkish intervention 
after an Athens-backed 
coup. 


Seminar calls for integration, 
of music into early education 


bt 1 om* 5*5x3 durin 


Biblical Nazareth replica project begins 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 

NAZARETH — Kneeling on a slope in 


tour of the Holy Land often fails to 
deliver. 

“You can see only so many archaeo- 
logical sites before you don’t know any- 


Jesqs’ . JjcoMpvra. volunteers from an more what yg^are ageing are not 
American church gently filled rock on moved by it,” said Joel Kauffinann, pro- 


limestone rock and filled in cracks with 
a mortar oFmudL 

The result of a day's labour was a 
ragged, knee-high wall lining an agricul- 
tural terrace — a common sight in the 
Middle East, where fanners since bibli- 
cal times have had to plant on rocky 
hills. 

But this wall was special. 

It marked the start of a $64 miHion 
project, largely financed by American 
donations, to build a replica of a biblical- 
era village and farm in tbe heart of 
Nazareth, where tradition says Christ 
spent much of his life. 

In time for the millennium, visitors 
will be able to stroll along donkey paths 
into an ancient village of one-room 
stone houses and courtyards, and mingle 
with actors playing lst-century house- 
wives and fanners. 

Or they can follow a “parable walk." 
accompanied by storytellers in period 
costume who will relay news of Jesus as 
a contemporary. For the devout, there 
will be a holy communion, a foot wash- 
ing or a reading from the Bible. 

Project organisers say they want to 
Nine Jesus and his teachings to life in 
historical context, something a standard 


gramme director of Nazareth Village, a 
not-for-profit association of profession- 
als and businesspeople whose honorary 
chairman is former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter. 

In modem Nazareth — a noisy, con- 
gested city of 60,000 whose main attrac- 
tion is the 1950s Church of the Annun- 
ciation — that connection to the biblical 
past is especially difficult to make. 

Jackhammers are tearing up the city 
centre as $80 million is being spent on 
widening streets and bidding 1,000 
hold rooms in preparation for an expect- 
ed four million tourists in 2000. 

But the work is behind schedule and 
ambitious plans for a large stadium, a 
civic auditorium and an additional 1.500 
hotel rooms have been dropped. 

A new snag arose after November 
municipal elections. In the mainly Arab 
town that is 70 per cent Muslim and 30 
per cent Christian, the Islamist move- 
ment for the first time woo a majority on 
the city council The Christian mayor, 
Ramez Jeraisi, was barely reelected. 

Topping tbe Islamists' agenda is the 
construction of a mosque right next to 
the Chun* of the Annunciation, on a 
spot where city planners had hoped to 


build a Venetian-style plaza for tourists. 
The dispute is in court and the plaza is 
on hold. 

The election outcome worries some 
, Nazarenes, who fear anew emphasis on 
religious alignment is emerging in a 
town that has long prided itself on toler- 
ance. 

Mindful of the tensions, the planners 
of Nazareth Village decided to get the 
community involved from the start. 

“We're not high-powered Westerners 
coming in and creating a theme park, a 
place whore sole purpose is to make 
money,” said Michael Hostetler, the 
executive director of Nazareth Milage 
and an employee of the Mennonite 
Board of Missions in Elkhart, Ind. 

On a recent Saturday. 360 local volun- 
teers launched the project by clearing 
thorny bushes covering tbe 12-acre plot 
that is part of the grounds of a hospital 
run by the Edinburgh Medical Mission- 
ary Society of Scotland 

Muslim giris wearing traditional head- 
scarves worked alongside Christian 
teenagers in jeans and T-shirts and a 
dozen volunteers from the United 
Methodist Church in Gulf Breeze. Fla. 
Local grocers donated food for a picnic 
lunch. 

By the end of the day. the brush was 
cleared, laying bare the terraces of a 1 st- 
century farm Later will come orchards 
of olive, fig and plum trees. An earlier 
archaeological dig yielded a quarry. 


waich tower bases, stone irrigation chan- 
nels and a wine press — a level area cut 
from limestone for squeezing grapes 
and a vat below for collecting juice- 
- FriedaBrofoeas. a 67-yeatoldjEtired 
nurse from Gulf Breeze, FltL, who was 
dusty from hauling underbrush, sakLthe 
work helped strengthen her faith. 

Tt was a joy to get something started 
that the rest of the world will see some- 
day and know this is where Jesus 
walked and lived,” she said. 

It is believed that biblical Nazareth, 
where Jesus spent much of his life, con- 
sisted of only about 35 homes spread 
over six acres. 

By 2000. Hostetler hopes to have the 
first six or seven homes built and open 
the site to visitors. Tbe work will then 
become part of the attraction, with 
builders in biblical dress transporting 
materials — aD strictly lst-century — 
using donkeys. 

The “parable walk” will weave 
through the village and the farm and use 
existing sites to illustrate New Testament 
stories. 

for example, visitors might pause at a 
terrace and hear tbe parable of tbe 
farmer who saw some of his seeds go to 
waste because they fell on rocky ground. 

The story might make little sense to 
visitors used to vast stretches of fertile 
land in other parts of the world. 
Hostetler said. 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — Educationalists 
cm Tuesday called for the intro- 
duction of music into kinder- 
gartens and nurseries across the 
region to help enhance stu- 
dents’ future academic capabil- 
ities and learning skills. ■ 

They were speaking at the 
start of a three-day seminar 
focusing on plans to set up a 
regional music training centre 
for nursery and kindergarten 
teachers working in Arab coun- 
tries. 

Children, whose lives have 
become increasingly linked 
with complex electronics and 
^globaltfBtinn through .the 
‘.information highway," should 
■ iK jEBgn^^ svitib.sonie tools 
and skills to help them cope 
with tbe changing times, they 
added 

Children also needed to know 
who they are. where they come 
from and how to find joy 
through discovering art, music, 
literature and nature, the educa- 
tionalists agreed 
The Amman meeting was 
organised by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), the Ministry of 
Education, the Noor AJ Hus- 
sein Foundation, and die Arab 


Academy of Music. 

Martin Hadlow, director of 
UNESCO’s Jordan office, said 
the U.N. agency is focusing on 
the concept of “life-long educa- 
tion" to ensure that “our lives 
are in balance and that we do 
not neglect the cultural and 
artistic side of our personalities, 
no matter how young or old we 
are” 

‘It is a pleasure for me to be 
here today amongst people 
who recognise that children 
from an early age need to be 
exposed to tbeir culture and 
especially to that 'international 
language’ — music,’* Hadlow 
added 

. .He said educationalists and 
teachers had a crucial role to 
play -. _in _.the dev^epment of 
future society, adding that 
music played a key role in 
reaching that goal 

Music could be used to 
“teach _ a child new skills, to 
encourage the child to explore... 
and to be a bridge between cul- 
tures, religions and races,” 
according to Hadlow. 

Hadlow said UNESCO 
would encourage the seminar’s 
efforts and any plan of action it 
might devise. 

Mahmoud Tawalbeh, acting 
secretary general of the Educa- 
tion Ministry, said Arab coun- 


tries implemented a strategy in fjjIAN - 1 / " 
the 1980s to focus- xa-eady aiwlib: 
childhood. •" - 

“The early stage in driktan’s jatot ’ '■ 
lives is the most critical iruha idr- V- •" - 
development, as the broad do ad- • 
merits of there character, ae 
defined and they acquires base - 

drills that enable them to react 321 :.: * ' 

to their society and to nature.* 1 37 .-.u 1 ; ' •-* 

be said in a speech delivered co _ ■ 

behalf of Education Minister UJour:. . 
Fawzi Gharaibeh. .. : 

“Hence the need to focus on iri frr: . 
eariy childhood and to care fix Ssr. 
developing children’s mental, isk-jf.: 
physical and exnotkxiaLctpab&- shev? • • 
ities,” he added. 

Tawalbeh said that muse IJAanenbl 
should be used in kindergartens 
and nurseries and thatteadteo fy.- 

shoddbetrahted.inmuspedu; \ - . 

cation. ifE*’. -, - 

“Music is impcfftarainlhelifc > ^ c ’• ! . 
of mankind, [and] therefore 
care is given to muscedocamn - 

through which one can reach '* 4 ,, £ . 
noble educational gods," jar.- 
Tawalbeh explained. ' 

“It also helps mankind devd ^ ft megs with 
op feelings, fine taste, mffitM 
capabilities and skills of move- 5 ^ f ,___ 
menL ” 

Participants from Jordan, me ^ ^ ^ - 

United Arab Emirates, Bahian, ^ 
Sudan, Syria, Palestine, 

Lebanon and Mauritani a are ^ " v f_' 

attending the seminar. - W- '."T.- ’ 
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U.S. official starts visit to Lebanon 
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BEIRUT (DPA; — US. Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Donna Shalala began a three-day 
visit to Lebanon on Saturday by 
touring the north of the country. 

*7 wiD be telling the president 
of Lebanon how enthusiastic we 
are about the new government,” 
she said. 


Shalala, who is of Lebanese 
descent, cut the ribbon to open a 
public school in the village of 
TTeil in the remote district of 
Akfcar. as a ”symboL_ and an 
example of how the American 
government may support 
Lebanon." 

The school was completely 


Tel. 47731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
1 iher 

1 15:20 .The Pumpkin Patch 

15:30 The Adventure of the 
' Black stallion 

16:00 Doc. — Big Cat Diary 

1 16:30 Entertainment — Vid 
. Kids 

17:00 The American Chart Show 
18:15 French Programme — Un 
■ Jenne Homme Vert 

19:00 le Journal 

19:15 —French Programme 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:33 Comedy — The Brioas Empire 
20:00 ....French programme - Afrique 
2(h30 ...Drama - Walker.Texas Banger 
21: 15 3v. — Farming and Ecology 

21:30 -..Behind the Scenes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series — Melissa 
! 23:10 ...Drama - Doogde Houser 
23:59 JEnd of TJC. 

PRAYERTMES 

04:55 Fssjr 

06:17 (Sunrise) Duba 

11:27 — .Dhuhr 

14:13 - ‘Asr 

16:36 .....Maghreb 

. 17:58 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
SAveifich. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

4432785 

; St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
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Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624S53/46248 1 1 . 

St Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

Germaihspealdng Ev angeli cal 
Congregation TeL 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5S11295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John tbe Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Anmmdation Td. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 


slilghtiy with clouds appearing at 
different altitudes and winds 
southeasterly light to moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Mim/Max. temp. 

Amman. 11/22 

Aqaba 15/28 

Deserts. 08/24 

Jordan VaUCT.. 15/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20, Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent, 
Aqaba 36 percenL 
Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajloun .08/17 


JFiras Pharmacy 566 1912 

A1 SaJam Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadab Pharmacy 5537004 

RuknAlDawa Pharmacy ..5536169 Queen Alia IntL Airport .....44-53200 

1RBID: HOSPITALS 

Dr. All Shuqairi 102)7100069 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 

ZARQA: rial Surgery _5921I99 

Dr. RandaShahin ....(09)995710 The klamic.Abdii .5666131/7 

Palestine Pbarmacy....(09l9S3562 Hussein Medical Centre....._5856S56 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity’. 4644281/6 

EMERGENCIES Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matem rty„ 4642362 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 Malhas, J. Amman. .4636140 

Cfal Deforce Department —5661111 Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue Shmeisani Hospital ..._560743l 

.463034 1 Jordan Hospital 25607550 

Civil Defence Emergency., — 1 99 University Hospital .5353444 

Rescue FWirc 192.4621 J 1 1.4637777 Al-Muasher Hospital ..J667227/9 

Fire Brigade — 4617101 Al-AhU. Abdali .5664164/6 

Blood Bank. 4775121 Italian, AFMuhajreen -4777101/3 

Highway Police 25343402 AJ- 

Traffic Police .4896390 Bashir. 47751 1 1/26 

Public Security DepL 463032 1 Axmy, Marka „._489 1611/15 

Hotel Complaints 5605S00 Queen Alia Hospital 5 157 1 00 

Price Complaints -....566 1 1 76 Arm! Hospital .5607 L55 

SewuagcGmpbats .4897467 A1 Amal Cancer Centre ..^5353000 


Church of Presentation. Swd- Jerasb 10/22 


fiehTeL 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 477 1 331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise 


UmQays 10/21 

Madaba .08/20 

Petra 10/20 

Dead Sea 14/27 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

De Abdul Rahim Mustafa 4744685 

Dc IssamAsmar .5890501 

Dr. Mohammad Abul Su’nd 
5693372 

Dr. Nidai .As’ad .4751672 

AMMAN: 


J. Electricity Authority ...58 156 15 Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

Electric Power Co — 4636381 (02)710 1 372, (02)7103 10J 

RJ Flight lnformation....44-53200 Rosary Sisters Hospital 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Csvil Defence Dcpurtnm __5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency....... 1 99 

Rescue Police 192.4621 J 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DepL 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .566 1 1 76 

W£et& Swcrogc Gmpbinfc .4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .01 32 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs _5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority — 25680100 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital .(09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital ....(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital.. (09)98673 1 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

ERBED: 

Princess Ba&ma Hospital -..(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital ..(02)272275 


— (02)7102S3I, (02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)20141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian [RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. [44) 
53200-5. when it should always be 
verified. Information on other flights 
can be supplied on phone (44) 
(52700). Information on Royal Wings 
flights can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fligits 

08:25 - Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ ) 

16:45 ...New York, Anwerdam iRJl 

09:00 Beirut (RD 

(Kh50 m.. Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RT) 

17:45 - -London (RJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

18:25 — . Madrid. Geneva (RT) 
1925 -Paris*. Brussels (RJ) 


19:40 — Frankfurt (RJ) 

15>:40 — Rome (RJ) 

22:50 Vienna, Aqaba (RJ) 

23:59 — — .Cairo (Rf) 

Other Flights 

07:55 Dubai (EK) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:00 — Moscow t SU) 

12HJ0 Sanaa (TY) 

12-30 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:45 Doha (QR) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

15:05 — Jurist AF) 

20:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

01:15 Amsterdam (XL) 

0^:15 - London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09i30 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:30 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) (RW) 
16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport XRW) 

Tel Aviv (arriving at 

QAIA) (RW) 

19:30 Haifa ( arriving at QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 ....Aqaba ( arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

--Beirut (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RD 

10:50 - --Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 


rebuilt by a US. non-sovErnnieo- 

Lai organisation with a grant of 

$200,000 from the US. Agency 
for International Devdopwot 
USAID. 

Shalala is due to meet fteseto 
Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss and House Speater 
Nabih Beni on Monday. 

11:15 - RomeflOh 

11:25 ..Tunis. Casablanca (Rfi : 
11:30 ..Amsterdam. New YoAflOl i . 

12:15 Athens (RJ) I 

12:15 ;_Londor{Rfl { 

20:25 Cairo (RJ)j 

20 JO Jeddah (RJ) ; 

20^5 _J9ew Delhi (RJ) [ 

20:45 Damascus (W) | 

21:00 - Abu Dbabi Dubai.lW) ! 

22 JO .Bangkok {RJ)j 

22:45 ___Sanaa(RJj j 

00:10 _Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (ED \ 


Other Flights 

07^25 Frankfurt (LH)| 

07^5 „X>am3Scus, Lxjodon (BA) I 

07:25 ..feis/AP 

08:55 ...>Abu Dhabi, Dubai (HK) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV)! 

13:20 „J>*a(0F) | 

13 JO Moscow (SID. 

13 JO Sanaa (IT! ; 

15 J5 poha(QR). 

20:00 jBeinit(ME).i 

21:15 TfelAvivlTY) 

21:40 Cairo ft®; 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL);_ 

04:45 Alexandria (BA); 

I 

Royal Wings (KW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Msiz AitpRI , 
fRW) " . 

08 JO ..... Aqaba (6wn Matte Air- . 

port) (RW) ' 

08:15 ..Td Aviv (Bran QAIA) 

16:15 Haifa (6om Mads* AiipoTO ; 
(RW) ! 

17M Haifa (from QAIA) (RW) 

18J0 Tel Aviv (from'Marka Aiq»ro : 
(RW) ' ‘ : 

20J0 Aqaba (finni Marka 
pott)(RW) 
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Jordan limes, Sunday, December 6, 1998 


Home News 

Report on press law prompts government’s first response to concerns 

PPD director criticises report, submitted to European Parliament, for ‘inaccuracies 
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By Amy Henderson 


AMMAN — A highly criti- 
cal report on Jordan’s new 
press and publications law 
presented to the European 
parliament last month by a 
local human rights activist 
las. put the government on 
the defensive, prompting its 
first response to 
international allegations that 
the law. is a violation of 
human rights. 

lyad Qattan, director of 
ihe Press and Publications 
Department, told the Jordan 
Times last night that the 
government felt it appropri- 
ate ro respond to the report’s 
allegations since, he said, 
] both die -Organisations who 
ad . j sponsored the report and the 
European Parliament denied 
Jordan an opportunity to 
respond either in the report 
ur at the European Parlia- 
ment's Nov. IS session. 

“We responded because 
the human rights groups 


depended on one source an 
did not invite any other pe: 
son to participate in the dii 
cussion. to the extent thi 
the ambassador to Brussel: 
Qmayya Touqan, present s 
Strasbourg, was denied tb 
right to respond,” Qatta 
said. “We were very sui 
prised by that." 

“I'm sick of people lyin 
about this law,” Qattan saic 
‘‘Especially [the accuse 
tions] that it permits pre 
trial detention. Pre-triz 
detention was permitted i 
the temporary [amend 
ments], but does not exist i: 
this law, nor does it exh 
anywhere in the law of rh 
land that a violation of lav 
related to freedom o 
expression allows a journal 
ist to be detained.” 

The document, drafted b; 
Sa'eda Kilani. a forme 
journalist, included a rec 
ommendation to cease tin 
'“pre-trial detention of jour 
nalists for their professiona 


«Sr 

Meat 

iabia 


irodi 

utt ha! 
liORE 

) ME 

hasdc 1 

NHe| 

liflSC 

car ill 
. mail 
liuipai 

J raa 

! 

uscafc 

inthei 

lhen« 

ate® 

•jBCi 

ant 


i 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


French to be offered during tawjihi 

AMM AN (J.T.) — Students from one public and two private 
schools will be tested on the French language during the 1998- 
1 999 rawplri exams, the first time the subject has been offered 
aspart of the high school graduation exam, an administrator said 
Saturday. “Nine students from the Rosary and Nazareth private 
schools as well as a government school will be tested on 
French," said an administrator from Sk: French Cultural Centre, 
who requested anonymity. Ministry of Education officials con- 
tinued the report but declined to give further details. The admin- 
istrator could not identify the name of the government school 
tdiringtiie exam. Around 7,000 stuckmcs at public schools and 
3QjOQQ students at 120 private schools study the Bench lan- 
guage, xqonJing to French Cultnral Centre figures. The French 
Cnhnral Centre and the Bench embassy in Amman help die 
Mimstry of Education train Bench teachers at public schools 
and assist in developing syllabi said the official. Students use a 
French textbook especially prepared for Jordanian students. 

RJ, Yemenia sign agreement 

AMMAMrPetra) — Royal Jordanian and Yemenis, the nation- 
al aidhB<ff\!bnen, Saturday signed an agreement on coopera- 
t»oo in. training personnel on passenger, supply and cargo ser- 
vices. Hassan Malar, RJ assistant deputy director for training, 
sad the two sides studied and approved plans for cooperation 
ad coordination in civil aviation and air transport. The two 
ades also discussed exchanging expertise and organising joinr 
aaninare on civil aviation. 
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AMMAN (Petra] — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh Saturday 
ma with the president of the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policies, Robert Satloff, to discuss several regional and bilateral 
issues aid Jordan’s role in establishing peace in the region. Dur- 
ing the meeting, Tarawneh stressed the Kingdom’s role in sup- 
porting -the peace process to avoid more wars. Satloff said he 
exchanged viewpoints with Tarawneh on these topics and 
^viewed recent Palestinian-Israeli negotiations on the imple- 
fflosatioo of the Wye River aeconi 

BDtaji leaves for Petra expo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Akcl 
Biltaji leaves today for Washington to attend the opening of an 
exhibition entitled “Petra: The Jordanian City Carved from 
Rock,” organised by National Geographic. The event, which 
will-last until Feb. 7, will indude photos and antiquity displays 
fan Pctra.-The ministry, the Department of Antiquities, the 
I PteaNajonal Trust and the Battia Research and Development 
I Programme are participating in the exhibition. 

Electric grid connection postponed 

AMMAN* (Para) — The Jorcianian-Egyptian electric grid con- 
'WlinMeet will riot be launched next Thursday, the date 
., ogg^iai inauguration of the project, 
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what’s going on 


ofidSle” at the French Gihural Centre on Monday Nov. 
d 830 pm. 
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ig Women's Chrisdan Association (YWCA] dioir at 
il Cadre on Monday Dec. 7 at 8:00 pjiL (<My 

w in Gomany" (in Arabic) by Dr Omya^a 
ice Unwarily (Tune of lecuae lo be checked at me 

iporaiy Problems of Imanational TrafcAitonotf 

. Oi™ at the Applied Soeore Unb-en^ on 

Fime of lectuiB to be checked anheuniMa^^- 

fcecnon Does Joidan Move Emrnwnw^ W 

bnad Obeidat at die Othcdo* Club, Abdoirn a 7.-00 

n Soaeff for die Cons^^?® 

inDa^AzraqmadditionroptemVtM.Rum 

crises (fcOO pm-9fl0 psn.1 (Tel 53379 j uZb 


MVM ■ 

\mman, until Dec. 10- 

ad najjar ai Insdtuto Cervantes. Jabal Amman, 

asaryEriuTAwnofConieinporatyAnibAitirisat 

WSTSiauuuI^ ^ 
dbitioo endded -Windcws aid ^ 

tir Gallery, Gaidem Street (Tel. 353 


activities.” 

The report was sponsored 
by leading international 
press freedoms groups: the 
Middle East-North Africa 
Centre for Media Freedom, 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists, the Euro- 
Mediterranean Human 
Rights Network, the 
International Federation of 
Human Rights, Human 
Rights Watch and Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, most of 
whom issued repeated 
strong publicised appeals to 
both Parliament and the 
government to stop the 
enactment of the legislation, 
endorsed by the Lower 
House in August- The previ- 
ous government, under 
which the law was 
endorsed, never publicly 
responded. to human rights' 
groups concerns. 

In his five-page report 
addressed to the six human 
rights organisations which 
supported Kilani's criticism. 


Qattan said the report con- 
tained “several inaccuracies, 
extremely one-sided views 
based on Sawed research 
and several instances where 
articles of the [1998] Press 
and Publications Law 
passed by the Jordanian Par- 
liament in August were mis- 
translated...” 

Kilani, who late last year 
wrote a scathing report on 
the government's 1997 tem- 
porary amendments to the 
1 993 Press and Publications 
Law for the London-based 
Article XIX, included the 
ensuing forced closure of 13 
weekly newspapers ahead 
of the November 1997 par- 
liamentary elections in her 
most recent document. 

She also discussed the 
decision of the Higher Court 
of Justice, presided over 
then by Judge Farouq 
Kilani, to overturn the 
amendments and his subse- 
quent dismissal from his 
position in the judiciary. 


which many believe was a 
consequence of his ruling 
against the amendments. 

Qattan also asked whether 
the rights groups found it a 
“coincidence that the former 
head of the judicial council 
happens ro be [Kilani's] 
father? And if not, does this 
not [cast] serious doubt on 
the credibility and objectivi- 
ty of the author?” 

During an audience with 
the EP. she said that “Jordan 
bad breached her 
international obligations 
and violated her own Con- 
stitution and National Char- 
ter by promulgating a press 
law that severely restricts 
freedom of expression [by] 
granting authorities broad 
powers over the press, limit- 
ing access to all types of 
information and restricting 
the activities of independent 
research institutes ” 

In his written response, 
Qattan said it was a “pity 
that {the organisations] 


relied on information from 
one source and only one 
source.” 

“A more balanced 
approach that took into 
accounts other points of 
view may have been more 
appropriate for such distin- 
guished groups that protect 
and advocate freedom of 
speech,” Qattan wrote. “It is 
of serious concern [to Jor- 
dan] that in the introduction 
to the report, the executive 
director of EMHRN regards 
all the information provided 
by this one source as facts, 
without, it seems, making 
the effort to check the valid- 
ity of the information pro- 
vided.” 

Qattan described remarks 
that Jordan had violated her 
Constitution and National 
Charter as a “direct chal- 
lenge to Parliament's 
authority and an insult to the 
Jordanian electorate” 

The former government of 
Abdul SaJam Majali drafted 


the 1998 press law, which 
was later submitted to Par- 
liament and subject to 
weeks of debate and closed- 
door parliamentary bear- 
ings. The law was passed 
with 38 votes in the 80-seat 
Lower House. 

Kilani in her report said 
that the present government, 
formed in August, “has 
Committed itself to a soft 
application of the law” but 
doubted whether the execu- 
tive would be able ro apply 
the law “leniently” a claim 
thai Qattan said is unsub- 
stantiated, considering that 
the government dropped 
charges against more than 
20 newspapers after the 
Cabinet took office and ini- 
tiated an ongoing dialogue 
with the Jordan Bess Asso- 
ciation. 

However, Kilani yesterday 
said the government's recent 
requests to newspapers to 
rectify their financial situa- 
tions in accordance with the 


law and instructions to 
newspapers to refrain from 
coverage of ongoing investi- 
gations into vital national 
issues such as the commit- 
tee investigating the water 
scandal and the case against 
the former head of the 
National Aid Fund accused 
of embezzlement, do not 
show a soft application of 
the law. 

“This itself is against free 
press and the public right to 
know” she said. 

The government argues 
that the law, having passed 
constitutional channels, is 
simply law, and that it is 
struggling to find the most 
flexible implementation 
possible. 

“There are only two 
papers that have not recti- 
fied their financial situation, 
bul they are on their way to 
doing that, and the govern- 
ment is trying to help find 
ways to guarantee them 
financially,” Qattan said. 



Maher Musa Aqrabawi and RJ. personnel following his arrival in Amman (Photo cour- 
tesy of Royal Jordanian) 


RJ passenger returns to Amman 
following treatment in Ireland 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Maher 
Musa Aqrabawi, a Royal Jor- 
danian passenger whose sud- 
den aixbotne illness led to the 
plane being diverted to Dublin 
airport during a Chicago- 
Amman flight last week, is 
back in Amman after receiving 
medical treatment at a Dublin 
hospital 

RJ Vice President for Com- 
mercial Affairs Majdi Sabri 
said following the incident (hat 
the crew on bcairi provided 
Aqrabawi with first aid until 
the captain made an emer- 
gency landing in Dublin, 
where the man was accompa- 
nied by one of the crew mem- 
bers to hospital. 

“I was not aware of what 


happened during the flight, 
and I only recovered con- 
sciousness in the hospital.” 
said Aqrabawi a Jordanian cit- 
izen. 

According to Sabri, 
Aqrabawi bad felt dizzy and 
started to sweat during the 
flight, which prompted the 
crew's immediate action. 

‘The care I received from 
the RJ staff made me realise 
the importance of our national 
airline, whose crew are keen 
on providing all possible care 
to passengers regardless of the 
cost, which in this case 
entailed diversion of the plane 
to another destination," said 
Aqrabawi who, along with his 
family members, voiced grati- 


tude and appreciation of the 
national airline and the Jordan- 
ian ambassador in Londoa 

“It was RJ's prompt action, 
in a manner that embodies His 
Majesty King Hussein’s slo- 
gan ‘Jordanian citizens are our 
most precious treasures', that 
saved my life,” added 
Aqrabawi, who returned 
Thursday to Amman. He was 
met at Queen Alia 
International Airport by RJ 
Assistant Vice President for 
Airport Services Maath Majali 
along with other RJ staff. 

According to Sabri, in such 
emergency situations RJ crew 
are instructed to (and at the 
nearest airport to provide 
essential medical services. 


First Palestine Airlines 


plane lands in Jordan 


AMMAN (DPA) — After 
a three-and-a-hatf-hour 
delay, a Palestine Airlines 
plane landed Saturday at 
Marka Airport on its first 
commercial flight from 
the newly opened Gaza 
International Airport. 

All 45 passengers aboard 
the Fokker-50 — one 
Canadian and the others 
Palestinians with Jordan- 
ian passports — com- 
plained of time-consum- 
ing security checks. 

The checks were carried 
out both by the Palestini- - 
ans at the airport and then 


by the Israelis at the Rafah 
border post with Egypt, 
where the passengers were 
taken by bus before being 
returned to the airport to 
begin their flight to Jor- 
dan. 

The flight was the first 
of a planned two flights a 
week to Amman. 

Despite the delay, pas- 
sengers said they were 
thrilled to arrive in 
Amman after a 90-minute 
flight, a trip which would 
take them about 20 hours 
by Hand • as they would 
have to go through Israel. 


The Gaza airport was 
opened on Nov. 24, one of 
the first manifestations of 
statehood for the Palestini- 
ans, who say they will 
have an independent state 
by May 1999. 

The plane returned to 
Gaza after a stopover of an 
hour, carrying 45 passen- 
gers. 

The new Palestinian car- 
rier has two Fokker-50 air- 
craft donated by the Dutch 
government and a Boeing 
727 donated by Saudi mil- 
lionaire businessman 
Prince Al Walid Ben Talal. 


Government plans spot checks 
against illegal foreign labour 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment campaign against for- 
eign labour will intensify 
this week when police start 
spot-checking at certain 
places employing foreign- 
ers, an official said Satur- 
day. 

"Police and Labour Min- 
istry officials will launch a 
nationwide campaign 
against foreign labourers 
working as gas station 
attendants, mechanics, 
guards and messengers,” 
an official from police pub- 
lic relations, who did not 
wish to be identified, said. 

He said the campaign 
aims at forcing illegal 
workers to rectify their sta- 
tus rather than at deporting 


them. 

According to Labour 
Ministry figures, 110,000 
foreigners have so far 
adjusted their situation by 
obtaining work permits. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi has estimated that 
Jordan may be hosting up 
to one million foreigners. 

“Foreigners are flocking 
to the [labour! ministry’s 
offices to legalise their res- 
idency in the country, an 
average of 500 people a 
day” said Bahjat 
Kuteishat, head of the 
Labour Ministry Employ- 
ment Department He 
added that Egyptians top 
the list of those who have 
rectified their status fol- 
lowed by Syrians and other 
nationalities, including 


Arabs, Africans and 
Asians. 

Labour Ministry Mahdi 
Farhan told the Jordan 
Times earlier this week 
that the ministry would 
start activating some arti- 
cles of the labour law in 
order to force employers to 
obtain work permits for 
their employees. 

According to the labour 
law, employers face a 
penalty of a minimum of 
JD50 for every month or 
part thereof for every non- 
Jordanian employed in a 
manner which is in viola- 
tion of the labour law. 

Unemployment in Jordan 
is officially estimated at 
around 16 per cent and 
unofficially at around 27 
per cent. 


Belgian dance film, German family comedy entertaining picks 


By Dima Hamdan 

AMMAN — Rosas dances 
Rosas, a Belgian choreography, 
was the second film to be shown 
at the 10th European Film Festi- 
val, currently being held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. Rosas 
dances Rosas was based on 
choreography by Anne Teresa de 
Keersmaeker, and was winner of 
the first prize of the International 
Video Dance Prize/Carina Ari in 
Stockholm. 

The entire show revolves 
around conflict, consisting of 
four sketches in which dancers 
fight amongst themselves and 
with the surroundings against an 
exotic yet disturbing musical 
background. The first sketch 
begins with four dancers, per- 
forming to the sound of their own 
rhythmic sighs. As the show 
develops, several dancers join in, 
while the pace gradually increas- 
es to a maximum and becomes 
more engaging. All the elements 
are minimal and abstract, thus 
creating perfect harmony and 
giving more focus to the brilliant 
performance of the dancers. The 
sketches were shot during differ- 
ent times of the day, using mini- 
mal artificial lighting. Costumes 
were basic and unified in order to 
eliminate the individuality of the 
characters. But what I found 
most fascinating was the set of 
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Henri van der Velde, a famous 
architect. 

The great space and enormous 
windows gave a better dimension 
to the performance. Shots were 
taken from angles thus creating a 
variety of focal points and even 
showing the dancers as if they 
were trapped in a maze. The 
film’s only drawback was its 
length, which included a signifi- 
cant amount of repetition. 
Although probably crucial to the 
plot, the repetition was irritating 
nonetheless. All in all, however, 
the show was remarkable, very 
intense and engaging. 

The third film, Nach Funf in 
Urwald (It’s a jungle out there), 
is a domestic story that deals 
with the typical issue of families 
and the troubles of adolescence 
in a comic manner. Wolfganag, 
the head of a family, runs a cam- 
paign to become a mayor of a 
small German town, which 
entails demonstrating a perfect 
and well-disciplined household. 

One evening. Anna, his 17- 
year-old daughter, has a party, 
which creates a chaotic mess in 
the house. Her faffier is veiy 
upset, especially after one of his 
favourite records is broken, and 
after a big fight, Anna decides to 
leave for Munich and become a 
singer. She meets Simon, her shy 
friend, who gives her a lift to 
Munich with die excuse that he’s 



A scene from Rosas dances Rosas 


Both the parents of Anna and 
Simon meet in Munich in a disco 
while searching for them and 
return home that same evening 
where they smoke, drink and 
admit their own adolescent expe- 
riences. for which they are pun- 
ishing their children. 

During that time, Anna and 
Simon 'encounter a variety of 
problems and realise they are not 
yet ready to face the world. They 
meet later that evening and 


Anna finds that her parents 
caused a great mess in the house, 
similar to what she had caused in 
her party. Each admitting his 
own mistake, Anna trades her 
guitar to buy her father a copy of 
the destroyed record, and tbe 
father becomes more lenient and 
wiser in dealing with his daugh- 
ter. 

Even though it is a repetitive 
story, this version is light, funny, 
and subtle, qualities seldom seen 
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Mulki, British 
water minister 
open seminar 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Water and Energy Hani 
Mulki and visiting British 
water minister, Alan Meale, 
open a seminar today on water 
issues at the IntetOxitinentaJ 
Hotel 

The meeting aims at activat- 
ing the private sector's partici- 
pation in water projects, 
reviewing British experience 
in privatising the water and 
wastewater treatment sectors 
and highlighting investment 
opportunities in such fields. 

Following the discussions, a 
series of workshops wOJ be 
hdd on partnership between 
die public and private sectors, 
wastewater recycling and 
treatment, and operations and 

management 

Earlier Saturday, Meale, 
who anived in A mman yester- 
day with a 14-member dele- 
gation for a four-day official 
visit met with Minister of 
Transport and Public Works 
Nasser Lawzi, Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affaire 
and the Environment Tawfiq 
Kreisban and officials from 
the Jordan Valley and Water 
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Last of Cambodia’s 
Khmer Rouge give up 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The 
last Khmer Rouge fighters 
have surrendered to the 
Cambodian government, 
isolating their fugitive 
leaders and ending the rad- 
ical group's 20-year-long 
war against the govern- 
ment, army commanders 
said Saturday. 

Eight top commanders 
and their men agreed to 
give up their tight after 
four hours of talks at a tem- 
ple on northern 
Cambodia’s border with 
Thailand Friday, they said. 

“These are the last com- 
manders of the Khmer 
Rouge. They represent the 
Khmer Rouge across the 
country. It’s the end of the 
Khmer Rouge," said 
General Meas Sophea. 
deputy armed forces chief. 

“We held negotiations 
with them at Preah Vihear 
temple yesterday. They 
agreed to defect and join 
the government," Meas 
Sophea told Reuters. “They 
defected unconditionally.” 

The men commanded the 
last Khmer Rouge forces 
based in pockets along the 
Thai-Cambodian border, in 
all about 500 fighters he 
said would be integrated 
into the government army. 

More than 20.000 civil- 
ians, most now in refugee 
camps in Thailand were 
also under the command of 
the men. 

The Khmer Rouge, held 
responsible for the deaths 
of about 1 .7 million people 
during their 1975 to 1979 
rule, were forced from 
power by a Vietnaraese- 
invasion in early 1979 and 
have battled die Phnom 
Penh government ever 
since. 

Khmer Rouge military 
chief and leader Ta Mok, 
political chief Khieu 


Samp ban and top ideo- 
logue Nuon Chea were still 
at large somewhere along 
the Thai border. Meas 
Sophea said 

“We can’t find them on 
Cambodian territory. They 
must be somewhere along 
the border," he said. It was 
not known how many men 
the three top leaders still 
controlled he said 

Among the group who 
surrendered was Khem 
Nguon, Ta Mok’s chief of 
staff, and Non Nou. who is 
believed to be Ta Mok's top 
money man. Military men 
Dul Saroeun. Khira Them. 
Iera Phan and a son-in-law 
in law of Ta Mok. Meas 
Muth, also surrendered. 

Most of them are 
believed to be in their late 
forties. 

Khem Nguon said in a 
statement that he and his 
colleagues had broken with 
the three top Khmer Rouge 
leaders whom he branded 
criminal. 

“We’ve stopped believ- 
ing the deception of leaders 
Nuon Chea. Ta Mok and 
Khieu Samphan who are 
criminals,” Khem Nguon 
said in the statement which 
was apparently video taped 
after Friday's negotiations 
and broadcast on national 
television. 

“From now on we will 
follow the government’s 
political platform and the 
constitution and respect the 
orders of the government 
armed forces,” he said. 

lem Phan said the deci- 
sion to defect was made 
after the formation of a 
new government on 
November 30. He 
promised they would be 
neutral and not alight them- 
selves with any political, 
party. 

Competition between co- 


prime ministers Hun Sen 
and Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh over the alle- 
giance of defecting Khmer 
Rouge units was one of the 
factors which led to the 
bloody collapse of their 
government in July last 
year. 

The Khmer Rouge has 
been crippled by mass 
defections, infighting and 
government offensives in 
recent years and analysts 
said the commanders had 
little choice but to give up. 

“They had no choice, 
nowhere to go." said one 
diplomat who has moni- 
tored the group. “They've 
ceased to be a credible 
threat to the government 
for some time.” 

The surrender wifi fend 
weight to calls for the new 
government to reap the 
peace dividend and divert 
funds away from security 
into more productive sec- 
tors. The government has 
been spending up to 50 per 
cent of its budget on Securi- 
ty- 

Notorious Khmer Rouge 
leader Pol Pot was purged 
by his comrades last year 
and died in a northern rebel 
zone, apparently from a 
heart attack on April 15. 

The United Nations 
recently sent a team of 
international jurists to 
Cambodia assess evidence 
against Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers for a possible interna- 
tional tribunal. The team is 
due to present its Findings 
to U.N. Secretaiy-General 
Kofi Amman in January. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
has said Pol Pot’s three top 
comrades — Ta Mok, 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea — must face trial, but 
lower-ranking members of 
the group were welcome to 
defect to the government. 


Amnesty says Indonesia 
losing sight of human rights 


SYDNEY (R) — Amnesty' 
International said Saturday 
the Indonesian government 
was failing to live up to its 
pledges on human rights and 
democracy and was resorting 
to repressive measures used 
by former President Suharto's 
regime. 

“The government response 
to recent demonstration and 
riots shows a striking similar- 
ity to the repressive methods 
employed by the former 
Suharto regime.” the London- 
based human rights said in a 
report issued in Australia. 

Amnesty said President B J. 
Habibie had come to power 
in May 199S with a high-pro- 
file agenda for political and 
human rights reform which 
had delivered early positive 
results. 

These included the release 
of 120 political prisoners and 
the opening up of Indonesia 
and the province of East 
Timor, annexed by Indonesia 
in 1976. to the United Nations 
officials. 

“Six months later, the 
Indonesian government 
appears to have lost sight of 


its commitment to respect 
human rights and for greater 
transparency and political 
participation,’’ it said. 

“Tn particular, excessive 
and lethal force has been used 
against demonstrators and 
rioters and individuals are 
being threatened with crimi- 
nal charges for their peaceful 
political activities," it said. 

Indonesia, facing an acute 
social, political and economic 
upheaval. Thursday said it 
would hold genera] elections 
in June 199S. 

It also promised to speed up 
an investigation into 
Suharto's wealth, the focus of 
mounting student protest 
amid estimated the former 
president's family amassed a 
fortune of up to $40 billion 
during his reign. 

Friday, a senior government 
official said Suharto could be 
placed under house arrest 
during a probe into his 
wealth. 

Amnesty said Indonesia 
should bring to justice those 
responsible for the deaths in 
May 1998 in Jakarta of four 
Trisakti University students. 


which sparked riots that 
brought an end to the 32-year 
Suharto rule. At least 1,200 
people died during the riots. 

It said Suharto's son- in- low, 
Lieutenant-General Prabowo 
Subianto had been dismissed 
from the military over the dis- 
appearance of nine political 
activists but noted that 
Prabowo and two fellow 
senior officers had not been 
brought to trial. 

“In both cases, the investi- 
gations have been only partial 
and those responsible for the 
violations have not yet been 
brought to justice it said. 

“Moreover. 15 other politi- 
cal activists who ‘disap- 
peared’ between April 1997 
and May 1998 are still miss- 
ing and the investigation into 
their ‘disappearance* appears 
to have halted," it said. 

Amnesty said it was con- 
cerned about continued 
killings and other human 
rights abuses against indepen- 
dence activists in East Timor 
and other troubled provinces 
of Irian Jaya, on New Guinea 
Island, and Aceh, in northern 
Sumatra. 


Nigerians queue to vote in local elections in Lagos. The elections are the first under 
military ruler Genera] Abdulsalam Abubakar’s programme to restore civilian rule by 
May 1999 (Reuters photo) 

Relaxed start to 
Nigerian local elections 


LAGOS <R) — Nigerians 
dawdled to polling stations 
Saturday for local elections 
which mark the first stage of 
the militaiy government’s 
plan to restore civilian rule 
next May. 

Military ruler General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar 
urged a big turnout to usher 
in democracy to the West 
African country of at lest 
108 million which has been 
ruled by soldiers for all but 
10 years since independence 
finom Britain in I960. 

“So far we've bad about 
50 of the 500 or so who have 
registered here. We expect 
the others to come soon." 
said Funke Esan. an official 
at one of the polling stations 
in the crumbling, colonial 
heart of Lagos. 

After voters have had their 
cards stamped they must 
cast their secret ballots 
together from 1030 GMT to 
prevent cheating — the elec- 
toral commission suspects 
as many as a third of more 
than 50 million names on 
the voters’ register are false. 

The votes will be counted 
immediately and each vot- 
ing centre is to announce its 
own result. 

Securing a big vote with 
broad national distribution is 
vital for the nine parties con- 
testing posts in 774 local 
government councils. Only 
those winning Five per cent 
in two-thirds of Nigeria’s 36 
states will be eligible for 


next year’s parliamentary 
and presidential elections. 

Despite reports of clashes 
between patty supporters in 
which at least one man was 
killed, the Independent 
National Electoral 

Commission says it expects 
an orderly poll in which rig- 
ging will be difficult. 

Land borders with Benin, 
Cameroon and Niger closed 
Friday to stop politicians 
sneaking foreigners into 
Nigeria to vote. 

■‘Everything has been pre- 
pared. Because of the 
process we have adopted I 
don't believe cheating will 
be possible," commission 
spokesman Steve Osemeke 
told Reuters. 

There will be no voting in 
several areas where registra- 
tion could not take place. 
They include parts of the oil- 
rich Niger Delta where eth- 
nic Ijaw youths have threat- 
ened to disrupt the vote if 
local government bound- 
aries are not changed. 

A higher turnout is expect- 
ed than for elections held 
under late dictator Sani 
Abacha — whose discredit- 
ed democracy plan was cut 
short by his sudden death in 
June. 

But although there were 
reports of enthusiasm in 
some northern cities, there 
was no sign of the disap- 
pearance of the cynicism 
which has characterised bal- 
lots since the army annulled 


elections in 1993 regarded 
as some of the freest in 
Nigeria's history. 

“Why should I vote? 
What’s the point? Who am 
going to vote for? It won’t 
change anything," said 
Segun Agboola, one of 
many youths who pick up 
odd jobs on the streets of 
Lagos. 

Among several dozen for- 
eign observers for 
Saturday's poll is a team 
from the Commonwealth 
that suspended Nigeria in 
1995 after Abacha ordered 
the execution of author Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight other 
activists. 

Favourites to win the 
largest number of seats are 
the People Democratic Party 
and All Peoples Party which 
together group most of 
Nigeria’s political heavy- 
weights. 

The Alliance for 
Democracy is expected to 
do well in the southwest, 
which has felt cheated since 
the 1993 presidential elec- 
tions were annulled as local 
tycoon Mosbood Abiola was 
poised to win. Abiola died in 
detention in July. 

“I urge all Nigerians to 
seize this opportunity 
offered them in the true spir- 
it of democracy to come out 
en masse to participate in the 
elections," Abubakar said “I 
would like to appeal to the 
politicians to play the game 
by the rules." 


Shuttle crew ready to mate space station elements 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. (R) — Crew mem- 
bers of the space shuttle 
Endeavour tested cru- 
cial equipment 

Saturday as they pre- 
pared to join the first 
two pieces of the $60 
billion International 
Space Station. 

"We’ve been checking 
out all our tools," 
Commander Robert 
Cabana told Mission 
Control on a live broad- 
cast to earth. “We’re 
looking forward to 
pulling Unity out of the 
payload bay and attach- 
ing it to the ODS 
(Orbiter Docking 
System).” 

The Endeavour crew 
has a Sunday appoint- 
ment to connect the 
U.S.-built Unity mod- 
ule to the Russian-made 
spa ce station compo - 


nent, Zarya. or 
Daybreak, which is 
already in orbit. 

The mosi critical 
piece of equipment is 
the shuttle’s robot arm, 
which astronaut Nancy 
Currie will use to grab 
Zarya, a massive power 
plant, and manoeuvre it 
above the Unity mod- 
ule. 

Zarya and Endeavour 
will be both speeding 
through space at eight 
kilometres per second 
as Currie works to bring 
them together. 

Currie is to remove 
Unity from its berth 
aboard Endeavour 
about 2200 GMT and 
grapple Zarya Sunday. 

Cameras showed sun- 
rise over the North 
Atlantic after Cabana, a 
U.S- Marine Corps 

Colonel and Naval 


Academy graduate and 
Mission Specialist 
Currie, an Army Lt. 
Colonel, sent down sup- 
port messages for their 
academy football 
teams. 

The annual Army- 
Navy football game 
between the service 
academies was to be 
played later Saturday in 
Philadelphia. 

Endeavour was 
launched early Friday 
— within a 10-minute 
window necessitated by 
the flight path of Zarya, 
which was passing over 
Cape Canaveral at 
launch lime. 

The shuttle will work 
until Sunday to adjust 
its orbit and rendezvous 
with Zarya. The six- 
astronaut crew will 
male the first two ele- 
ments of the 


International Space 
Station some 210 nauti- 
cal miles above the 
Earth’s surface. 

Once it has a third 
component, the Russian 
command module with 
living quarters for 
astronauts, the station 
will become functional. 

Cabana and his crew 
waited a year for this 
mission, delayed as the 
cash-strapped Russian 
space programme strug- 
gled to complete the 
command module now 
scheduled for launch 
next summer. 

The station, with a 
life-expectancy of 10- 
15 years, will take more 
than five years to build 
and is the most expen- 
sive scientific undertak- 
ing ever. More than 40 
shuttle flights and hun- 
dreds of hours of high- 


risk space walks will be 
required. 

Supporters and 
detractors alike agree 
the station will severely 
test the spirit of cooper- 
ation between the 
United States and the 
Russians, bitter cold 
war rivals that .now lead 
the effort among 16 
nations to build the sta- 
tion. 

Since the United 
States abandoned its 
Apollo moon pro- 
gramme two' decades 
ago. only the Russians 
have had the heavy 
boosters needed to 
launch the station's 
most massive elements. 

Astronauts Jerry Ross 
and James Newman are 
slated to make three 
space walks to connect 
Zarya's power supply to 
Unity and to complete 


connections so the two 
modules can be pres- 
surised. 

The space suits they 
will be wearing for the 
trips were pronounced 
satisfactory Saturday. 

Upon completion, the 
space station will 

stretch HO metres and 
have more pressurised 
living and working 
space than a Boeing 
747 jumbo jet. 

The station is to be an 
orbiting laboratory for 
scientific inquiry into 
everything from cell 
division to the exis- 
tence of an anti-matter 
universe. One goal is 
research designed to 
return humans to space 
beyond Earth orbit, 
where no one has jour- 
neyed since the last 
Apollo moon mission in 
the early 1970s. 


Pinochet lawyers - 
seek to overturn decision-report 

LONDON (R) — Augusio Pinochet’slawyere are seeking 
to overturn the ruling against the former Chilean dictator 
because of bias, the Guardian newspaper reported 
Saturday. They are seeking an annulment because the wife 
of one of the law lords in Britain's highest court works for 
Amnesty International, the human rights pressure group. 
Gilliam Hoffman, is the wife of Lord Hoffmann, who cast 
the deciding vote in the 3-2 ruling that Pinochet was not 
imm une from prosecution. Pinochet was arrested in 
London on OcL 16 on a warrant from Spain charging him 
with responsibility in the deaths or disappearances of over 
3.000 people during his 1973-1990 ride. He was bailed 
last month on condition he remain unider police guard and 
is currently living in a luxury rented mansion outside 
London. Home Secretary Jack Straw win decide by Dec. 

1 1 whether the extradition process can go forward. The 
Guardian, citing Chilean sources, said that bias claims 
over Lady Hoffinann’s position as an administrative assis- 
tant at Amnesty International have been made to the Home' 
Office (Interior Minister) by Pinochet's lawyer, Kingsley 
Knapley. But leading human rights lawyer Geoffrey 
Robertson said that any suggestion of bias was preposter- 
ous. “Pinochet’s lawyers were given ample opportunity to 
object to any of the judges before the hearing." he told The 
Guardian. A spokesman for Amnesty International .also, 
ridiculed the bias suggestion, saying: “If the Pinochet 
legal team have got to the stage where they are now pur- 
suing this, they are clearly grasping at straws." 

‘Police kill 13 suspected Maoists 
in Nepal’ 

KATHMANDU (R) — Nepali police gunned down 13 
suspected members of an extreme communist Maoist 
group opposing the Himalayan kingdom’s constitationaf 
monarchy, a local newspaper said Saturday. Nepali daily 
Kantipur said eight people were killed in three incidents in 
Rolpa district, in western Nepal. Thursday and five in 
neighbouring Sallyan district Wednesday. There was no 
immediate official confirmation available of the incidents 
and the newspaper gave no further details about the gun- 
battles. The last toll takes to 28 the number of people 
killed in a week in gunbattles between police and the 
Maoists after the Nepal government announced local- 
council polls for Dec. 18. Local council elections were 
postponed in four districts in 1 997 after the Maoists called 
for a boycott of the vote and threatened candidates not to 
contest Apart from Rolpa and Sallyan. neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Jajarkot and Rukum have also been hotbeds of. 
insurgency led by the Maoist Communist Party of Nepal 
More than 350 people have been killed in die Maoist 
rebellion and in police action since the trouble began in 
February 1996. The Nepali government has been criti- 
cised by opposition parties and human rights groups for its 
handling of the Maoist problem. 

South Carolina executes 
half brothers for 1977 murder 

COLUMBIA, S.C., (R) — Two half-brothers who spent 
21 years on South Carolina’s death row for murdering a 
petrol station attendant in 1977 were put to death by lethal 
injection Friday, a prison spokesman said. Larry Gilbert 
42. died at 2337 GMT and J.D. Gleaton, 53, died at 0016 
GMT after they were injected one after the other with a 
dose of lethal chemicals in the execution chamber of (he 
Broad River state prison, spokesman John Barkley said. 
The executions, die first multiple execution here since 
1939. were carried out hours after the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejected the inmates' final appeal, and one day after South 
Carolina Governor David Beasley refused to grant the 
men clemency. The executions were the first of six sched- 
uled over the next seven weeks in South Carolina. South 
Carolina has executed five- people this year and IS since 
the U.S. Supreme Court reinstated capital punishment in 
1976. Gilbert and Gleaton were sentenced to die for mur- 
dering service station attendant Ralph Stouderaire during 
a July 1977 robbery in South Congaree, near Columbia, 
less than two months after state legislators reinstated the 
death sentence. Stoudemire’s widow, Betty Stouderaire 
Slusher, stood outside the Broad River state prison with 
people who gathered for a candlelight vigil. Some among 
the crowd opposed the death penalty and others favoured 
the executions. The executions drew protests from 
Amnesty International, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the state chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People, and stale religious 
leaders. 

‘Body armour’ causes Texas prison 
escapee to drown 

HUNTSVILLE. Texas (R) — The same makeshift body 
armour that helped a condemned killer escape from Texas' 
death row dragged him to his death just a few minutes later 
when he sank to the bottom of a river and drowned, officials 
said Friday. An autopsy on the body of Martin Gurule. 29 — 
who escaped from the Ellis Unit prison in Huntsville just 
after midnight on Nov. 27 — found that he was so weight- 
ed down by extra clothes and magazines and cardboard 
strapped to his body that he could not stay afloat when be 
jumped into a river near the prison. Using elastic bandages, 
Gurule had strapped the magazines to his arms and the card- 
board to his torso for protection against the razor-sharp wire 
that topped two 3-metre chain-link fences he scaled in - his 
dramatic escape on Thanksgiving nighL He ran to freedom 
under a hail of bullets from guards in towers 60 metres 
away. The autopsy, performed by the Harris -County 
Medical Examiner Joy Carter in Houston, found Gurule suf- 
fered a "superficial” gunshot wound to the back that would 
not have killed him. Gurule. who was sentenced to die for 
killing two men during a robbery, was the first prisoner to 
escape from Texas' death row since January 1934 when the 
Bonnie and Clyde gang freed gang member Raymond 
Hamilton in a blaze of machine gun bullets. Hamilton was 
eventually recaptured and executed in May 1935 . .Carter 
said Gurule had been dead seven days, meaning he died 
shortly after the escape. “We believe he ran from the prison 
and went straight to the river," said Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice spokesman Lany Todd. Six other death 
row inmates started out with Gurule when he cut his way 
out of a caged-tn recreation area in the rural jail- But they 
surrendered when the guards began firing, as they 
approached the double fence surrounding the prison 120 
kilometres north of Houston. After a massive manhunt in 
which 500 police officers used dogs and helicopters to 
search the woods around the jail, Gurule's body was found 
1.6 kilometres away Thursday afternoon by two off-duty 
prison employees out fishing. Gurule, a former orderly at a 
stale school for the mentallv retarded, was on death row for 
the 1992 murder of two men while robbing a restaurant in 
the Texas city of Corpus Christi. He did not yet have an exe- 
cution date. 
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World News 


Chinese police 
detain human 
rights petitioners 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
police have detained two 
dissidents who launched a 
petition over Beijing’s 
recent arrests of leading 
pnnletnbcracy activists, a 
human rights group said 

Saturday. 

public Security Bureau 
officers in northeastern 
Liaoning province took 
Wang Zechen and Wang 
Vfenjiang from their homes 
simultaneously in Qishan 
city Friday night, according 
id. the Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre of 
Human" Rights and 
Democratic Movement to 
China 

The two Wangs, who are 
not related, Wednesday pub- 
licised a letter signed by 191 
(fissidents in China demand- 
ing the- release of Xu Wenli 
and other key leaders of the 
China Democratic Party, a 
seif-fashioned opposition to 
the ruling Communist Party. 

The. Communist Party 
rejects challenges to its 
leadership, and Beijing has 
refused to register the party. 

Xu has .been in police cus- 
iody- since Monday on sus- 
picion of harming national 
security. 

Two other party leaders. 
Qiiw Yongmin and Wang 
Youcai, have been formally 
arrested on charges of incit- 
iiig/tp overthrow the state 
and could face life in prison 
ifdonyicted. 

Additional Chinese 
prorests against the deten- 
tions. lave included hunger 
strikes this week by two for- 
mer Tiananmen Square stu- 
dent leaders and a separate 
relay-style fast around the 
■ country, with one starting as 
mother ended. 

| Two more dissidents in 
eastern Zhejiang province 
began 24-hour fasts this 
weekend, the rights group 
said. 

Another activist in central 
Sichuan province 

announced he would 

assume oversight of the 
Homan Rights Observer,” 
an influential rights maga- 


zine that was edited by Qin 
Yongmin before his arrest, 
the group said. 

A Beijing pro-democracy 
campaigner, Xu Liangying, 
also issued a public letter to 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin. Premier Zhu Rongji 
and justice officials 
demanding the immediate 
release of the original 
detainees, according to the 
New York-based Human 
Rights in China. 

Beijing’s action against 
Xu, Qin and Wang Youcai 
— who could end up in 
prison — marked a depar- 
ture from a perceived soft- 
ening in its approach to dis- 
sent over the past year. 
Western diplomats and 
activists said. 

Since the release from 
prison and expulsion of two 
top dissidents beginning last 
November, and two presi- 
dential summits between 
China and the United States, 
police have generally 
played cat-and-mouse with 
dissidents, setting them free 
after short detentions and 
lectures. 

Nevertheless, Western 
diplomats said they had not 
seen any sign of a general 
crackdown on the party so 
far. 

Rather, they said the 
round-up was meant to tar- 
get a handful of members 
instrumental to the coordi- 
nation of the loose patch- 
work of party cells, and to 
warn other organisers. 

“This is clearly a sign of 
Beijing’s exasperation.” 
said one Western diplomat. 

“They may take two or 
three of them and give them 
long sentences and hope 
that will scare everyone else 
into behaving themselves.” 
the diplomat said. 

A member of the Chinese 
Democratic Party's branch 
in Shandong province said 
Beijing’s tactic would fail. 

“Who are they going to 
scare? Our activities are 
protected by die law. We 
have done nothing illegal.” 
he said. 


U.S. court convicts 
fugitive Haitian of 
drug smuggling 


MIAMI (R) — A top police 
;'/5eial and reputed death 
squad leafier under Haiti's 
fanner military regime was 
convicted in absentia by a 
federal- court Friday of 
waine ' smuggling and 
money laundering. 

Joseph Michel Francois is 
a fugitive from justice, hav- 
ing fought off U.S. attempts 
'o extradite him from 
Honduras, where he settled 
[after the toppling of the 
Hffltiafl regime in 1994. 

-He was one of nine people 
convicted in the case in the 
US. District Court, three 
Nkrs of whom are also 


, immigration officer 
allowed traffickers to 
Pass through secure areas of 
j“®fsa.aiiport was one of 
convicted. He is in 
costody; - - - - 

US. drag fighters accused 
V^reois of using his posi- 
llt ® - as Port-au-Prince's 
Wwidnef to set up an 
jR&fflius that flooded the- 
United - States with more 
33 tonnes of 
rf^hian cocaine between 
and 1994, using Haiti 

■S?® 8 ® point 

Apcc^Jing to the indict- 
fariit, ha had a private land- 
^..saip built and put 
I in charge of the air- 
*od_ seaports in return 
.Bullions of dollars in 
from Colombian 
. ■■ ■. • • 

JJf ■ was arrested by 
police and U.S. 
’ Enforcement 


ip^istratma agents in 
5^1997..® San Pedro 
Honduras, but has suc- 


^Haly. tfwarfed attempts 

. ^ Attorney. Tom Scott 
statement Friday 
'41, had been 


convicted of conspiracy to 
import cocaine from 
Colombia and Curacao in 
the Netherlands Antilles. 

The five men convicted 
and in custody included 
Fernando Burgos-Martinez, 
57. the Colombian cartel's 
liaison with corrupt Haitian 
officials, Marc Valme. 44. a 
Haitian military official who 
worked with the traffickers 
at Port-au-Prince airport, 
and Joel Audain. 39, a U.S. 
Immigration and 

Naturalisation officer at 
Miami airport. 

One defendant. Fritz 
Lafontante. 44, fled during 
the trial. 

They face a maximum of 
life imprisonment with a 
minimum of 10 years in jail, 
and a fine of $4 million. 
Judge Federico Moreno set 
sentencing for Feb. 1 2. 

Francois is believed to 
have been the mastermind 
behind the 1991 militaiY 
coup that toppled Hams 
elected President Jean- 
Bertrand Anstide. During 
his tenure as police chief he 
mn a security apparatus that 
viciously repressed any 

opposition. . . 

He fled to the Dominican 

Republic in 1994 after U.S. 

troops invaded the country 

to restore Aristide to power 

He left for Honduras in 1996 
after Dominican authorities 
arrested him on charges of 
plotting to overthrow the 
Haitian government again. 

He has proclaimed his 
innocence over drug smug- 
gling in news conferences m 

H US U Scials have recent- 
ly expressed concern that 
Haiti has again taWK* 
major transit point fordlegtri 
narcotics bound tor the 
United Stales. 
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Zimbabwe, Angola 
attack north Congo 


Cheung Tze-Keung, a top organised crime leader known as ‘Big Spender’ in Hong 
Kong, is taken before a court in Guangzhou shortly before being executed (Reuters 
photo) 

‘China serious on crime’ 


HONG KONG (R) — 
China's prompt execution 
of a top organised crime 
leader and his henchmen 
Saturday clearly showed 
Beijing would get lough 
on syndicates in Hong 
Kong and Macau, political 
analysts said. 

Cheung Tze-Keung, 
known as “Big Spender.” 
and four of his gang mem- 
bers were executed for a 
range of crimes, including 
kidnapping two prominent 
Hong Kong tycoons and 
trading of explosives, 
shortly after the People’s 
High Court in Guangzhou! 
rejected their appeals. 

The court’s decision and 
the prompt executions 
came as Jirtle surprise Jo 
the former British territory 
which returned to Chinese 
rule in July 1997. 

Political analyst ami 
sociology professor Lun 
Siu-Kai at the Chinese 
University in Hong Kong 
said China's tough stance 
was meant as a deterrent 
for organised criminals. 

“It was totally within 
expectations. By handling 
this case, the mainland 
wants to show that it treat', 
very seriously organised 
crime in Hong Kong and 
Macau,” Lau said. 

Hong Kong’s govern- 
ment has repeatedly 
defended its lack, of action 
in seeking Cheung’ 1 ' 
return, saying he wa* 
being tried for crime' 
committed on the main- 
land. 

It also said it did not 
have sufficient evidence to 
prosecute Cheung in Hong 
Kong for the kidnapping'* 
in 1996 and 1997. which 
were never reported (•« 
police. 

After the executions, tin- 
government said: "An 

these people were tried 
and convicted in the main- 
land for offences commit- 
ted there under the main- 
land’s criminal law. the 
mainland's law regarding 
penalties for criminal 
offences apply.’’ 

“We respect the indepen- 
dence of the judicial s \ ' 
terns of other jurisdii. 
tions,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

Beijing has long- 
expressed worries about 
rising crime, particularly 
in Portuguese adminis- 
tered Macau, which will 
revert to Chinese rule in 
December 1999. Top 
Beijing officials have in 
recent months pledged to 
help Macau rein in crime. 

The case has fired con- 
troversy in Hong Kong 
where critics say Cheung 
should have been returned 
to face trial as the kidnap- 
pings took place here. Pro- 
democracy politicians ami 
newspapers have also said 
they feared for the inde- 
pendence of the territory's 
judiciary if Cheung was 
nor returned. 

Cheung's lawyers 

argued he could receive a 
fair trial only in Hong 
Kong, which observes 
British civil law despite its 
return to Chinese rule last 
year. There is no death 
penalty in Hong Kong. 

However, the case has 
nudged Hong Kong 
authorities to quickly 
hammer out an agreement 
with mainland China for 
the return of people 
accused of crimes in Hong 


Kong. 

While talks began even 
before Hong Kong's han- 
dover, the process has 
been fraught with difficul- 
ties. given wide differ- 
ences between judicial 
systems in Hong Kong 
and China. 

Secretary for security 
Regina Ip this week cited 
Hone Kons laws — which 


bar the return of offenders 
to jurisdictions where they 
may face the death penalty 
— as one such difficulty. 

It was unclear how 
Cheung and his men were 
executed. In China, execu- 
tions are usually carried 
out with a single bullet to 
the back of the head, but 
sometimes by lethal injec- 
tion. 


COMA. Congo (R > — 
Angola and Zimbabwe have 
launched a counter-offen- 
sive against a rebel faction 
fighting in the northwest of 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, the faction's 
leader said Saturday. 

Jean- Pierre Bemba. leader 
of the Congo Liberation 
Movement (CLM). said the 
offensive had begun Friday 
when Angolan and 
Zimbabwean troops started 
moving east from Lisala on 
the Congo River, 1,000 kilo- 
metres northeast of the capi- 
tal Kinshasa. 

It was the first report of 
fighting in the northwest 
involving Angola and 
Zimbabwe, powers that 
intervened in August togeth- 
er with Namibia to support 
President Laurent Kabila 

“There is now heavy com- 
bat. They are using heavy 
artillery, mortars and can- 
nons,” said Bemba speak- 
ing by satellite telephone 
from Mindembo. around 60 
kilometres east of Lisala. 

“They (the government 
army) have reinforcement 
from Angola and Zimbabwe 
and they started to attack us 
Friday morning,” he said, 
adding that the fighting hud 
continued through the night. 

There was no independent 
con linniiii< in of the fighting. 


Angolan forces entered the 
war decisively in late 
August in souihwest Congo, 
halting a rebel advance on 
Kinshasa, while in the 
southeast Zimbabwean sol- 
diers are battling the main 
rebel Congolese Rally for 
Democracy (RCD) near 
Lake Tanganyika. 

RCD military leader Jean- 
Pierre Ondekane told 
Reuters from that Ugandan 
capital Kampala the SO gov- 
ernment soldiers had been 
killed in fighting Thursday 
and Friday between Pepa 
and Moba. both around 
1.600 kilometres southeast 
of Kinshasa. But he said he 
was unaware of the reported 
counter-offensive. 

Rebels had said Friday 
that another offensive 
Thursday by Zimbabwean 
troops and aircraft on the 
strategic southeastern town 
of Kabalo had been 
repulsed. 

Bemba. a Congolese busi- 
nessman given military 
training by Uganda, says the 
CLM is fighting Kabila sep- 
arately from the RCD. 
which took up arms on 
August 2 and is backed by 
Uganda and Rw anda. 

Bemba said that senior 
Ugandan military officials 
had flown to northwest 
Coneu from Ki'uii-juni 


Friday for talks with his 
CLM. 

Bemba gained prominence 
when his troops captured the 
town of Bumba. 100 kilome- 
tres east of Lisala, on Nov. 
19. Since then CLM fighrers 
have been advancing west 
along the north bank of the 
Congo River, apparently 
meeting little resistance. 

Bemba said the Angolan 
and Zimbabwean troops had 
flown to Gbadolite. site of 
late Mobutu Sese Seko’s 
palace, and driven down to 
Lisala. He cited intelligence 
reports from spies who he 
said had infiltrated to Lisala. 

The second rebellion in 
under two wars has cut 
Africa’s third’largest counpy 
almost in half and sent rip- 
ples throughout the conti- 
nent. 

Ondekane said senior 
rebel leaders were due to 
meet Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni later 
Saturday for a briefing on a 
deal on a possible ceasefire. 

An agreement between 
Kabila, his Foreign backers 
and Uganda and Rwanda 
was announced by U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and French President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris last 
weekend, but the warring 
parties have since been non- 
committal about the deal. 
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Netanyahu’s 

hypocrisy 

IT IS simply shameful that Israel 
would mention the mob attack on an 
Israeli soldier who escaped unin- 
jured, but say nothing of the stab- 
bing death of a Palestinian worker in 
Jerusalem. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu seized, or 
rather exploited, a TV footage of the 
attack on an Israeli car a few days 
ago to declare the suspension of the 
implementation of the Wye River 
agreement, but found no reason to 
remember the killing of an innocent 
Palestinian man in Jerusalem, the 
city he wants to be a symbol for peace 
and love, forever united under the 
Israeli flag. 

The obvious Netanyahu hypocrisy in 
this matter is a grim reminder that 
for him, the life of another 
Palestinian is not worth the simplest 
of wounds inflicted on an Israeli. All 
indicators point to the inevitable con- 
clusion that Netanyahu has his eyes 
o'nHthe'-tiomestic political scene and 
the threat of calling for another gen- 
eral election supported not only by 
the opposition but also by some hard- 
liners within his own ranks. 

Any excuse to bring back to the fold 
ultra-religious factions and extrem- 
ists would serve Netanyahu’s political 
agenda, which is to stay in power for 
four more years. His infamous three 
new conditions for the full implemen- 
tation of the recently brokered Wye 
accord seem to be only a ploy to 
rewrite the deal altogether. This is 
almost an identical tactic used to pil- 
lage the Oslo accords, the rewriting 
of which can only be called “Oslo a la 
Netanyahu.” 

It is good that Washington has 
rejected these new conditions as ultra 
vires to the. Wye memorandum. Now 
it is up to the U.S. to knock some 
sense into Netanyahu as it did on so 
many occasions in the past. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AI Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek said if the Jordanian government 
wants to go-ahead with its agricultural plans in Sudan, it 
has to carefully study past similar Arab experiences in the 
area First, because the Kingdom does not have extra cap- 
ital, extra agricultural human resources, extensive experi- 
ence nor has it succeeded in fully exploiting its own agri- 
cultural capabilities. Jordan is not the only party that is 
hying to plough and plant Sudan, the writer said, the Arab 
Agricultural Development Organisation and the Arab 
Gulf states have lost billioas of dollars in the area which 
lacks the basic elements of production. When the former 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali returned from Sudan 
with a ‘‘generous** offer to put 250.000 dunum under the 
agriculture ministry’s direction, the issue was an 
“exchange of compliments." But now it seems the gov- 
ernment is serious about the project and holds meeting 
with local investors who won’t agree unless the first party 
guarantees profits and bears losses, argued Fanek. 

AI Dustour's editorial said that at a time all Middle East 
parties are calling for peace and are activating the peace 
process to avoid more military confrontations. Israel 
keeps working against these moves. It threatens to create 
problems between Syria and Lebanon, destroys the 
Lebanese infrastructure and harms the Wye River accord 
by applying tough conditions on the Palestinian side or 
through provocative practises by the army or settlers. This 
policy is designed to avoid the implementation of the deal 
On the Palestinian front, while at the same time over- 
whelming the “new Lebanese era*' with security prob- 
lems. said the editorial. This can be seen through the con- 
tinues bombing of Lebanon at a very sensitive time in 
which Israel faces a lot of internal problems, claimed the 
editorial which added that the international powers must 
apply pressure on Israel to stop this aggravation. 


Foreign investors must be 


IN RECENT years, Jordanians 
have starred to complain bitterly 
about the low economic growth, 
the high rate of unemployment, 
and the spread of poverty, all 
resulting from lower level of 
economic activities, accompa- 
nied by declining prices in the 
financial market (shares), and 
dwindling demand on real estate 
(land and apartments). The 
question most asked is: How 
long will this state of affairs 
continue, and how can Jordan 
emerge from this turmoil and 
resume growth and prosperity? 

Countries that advanced 
socially, prospered economical- 
ly, grew at a fast rate, and was 
successful in raising the stan- 
dard of living and improving 
quality of life, did not depend 
solely on their own limited 
domestic savings and were not 
satisfied with their own hesitant 
local investors. Such countries, 
without exception opened up 
their borders to direct and indi- 
rect investments from every- 


where. 

During the last fifty years, 
Jordan has issued a chain of 
laws to encourage investments 
and lure Arab and foreign 
investors to participate in the 
economic effort and contribute 
towards building a sound pro- 
ductive sector, able to create 
more jobs and raise incomes. 
For some reason or another. 
Jordan did not succeed in 
attracting substantial foreign 
investments. Analysts differ on 
the explanation for this failure 
which have resulted in the cur- 
rent economic slowdown and 
the unemployment, poverty, and 
backwardness that go with it. 

We venture to suggest two 
reasons behind the failure. The 
first reason is the marginalisa- 
tion of the private sector for too 
long a time; it was brought up to 
live on government largesse and 
depend on its protection. The 
second reason is the unjustified 
resistance to foreign investors 
under the false impression that 


foreign investors are monsters 
aiming to subject the country to 
their hegemony and siphoning 
off its wealth abroad. 

It is strange to find politicians, 
writers and other activists issu- 
ing slogans and writing columns 
warning against external 
investors, simply because they 
are foreign. Jordan is known to 
be very friendly to foreigners, 
maybe the only place in the 
Middle East where foreigners 
feel safe and go about their 
business at ease. Misleading 
Jor dani an citizens about for- 
eigners for political gain is hurt- 
ing the economy and should be 
stopped. 

We should have confidence in 
ourselves and trust our ability as 
a sovereign independent state to 
deal with any violation, ill 
intention or attempt to hurt the 
economy, whether begot by a 
foreigner or a national. Foreign 
investors, and strategic partners 
have no militia or strike force: 
they come to make money with- 
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in the existing laws and regula- 
tions. Needless to say. foreign 
investors KDd to respect the law 
of the land more than national 
investors, who repeatedly try to 
g ain extra advantages by 
bypassing laws and pending 
regulations. 

When it comes to economic 


behaviour, there is no difference 
between a foreigner and » 
national. Both seek, their own 
interests, and are ready to flee if 

the climate becomes, cloudy As 

a matter of fact, the billions of 
dollars of capital flight abroad 
belong to Jordanians who 
couldn’t care less about public 
interest if they felt that their 
capital was at risk. 

Foreign investors come f or 
pure financial objectives. In our 
modem histoiy, there is not one 
episode of a foreign investor 
who has tried to hurt the 
Jorda nian economy. 

Investments in Jordan are 
Jordanian, irrespective . of the 
nationality of the investor. 
Every foreigner who puts capi- 
tal in Jordan has faith in Jordan 
and deserves to be trusted in 
turn. 

Scaring people away from for- 
eign investors and strategic - 
partners is a result of shea- 
ignorance. fanaticism, and self- 
interest. 


Quebec: The ‘neverendum 
referendum’ 



By Gwynne Dyer 

CANADA ISN’T out of the woods 
yet, but Quebec's provincial election 
on November 30 suggests that it is 
getting close to the edge. After three 
decades of continuous low-level cri- 
sis, periodically surgiag to acute lev- 
els as the mainly French-speaking 
province elects another separatist 
government or holds another referen- 
dum on independence, the whole 
story is going stale. 

After The last referendum narrowly 
failed in 1995. Lucien Bouchard, the 
new leader of the separatist Parti 
Quebecois (PQ), was defiantly opti- 
mistic. “The objective of the PQ 
remains sovereignty, which Quebec 
has never been so close to achiev- 
ing,” he said. “Once (the rest of 
Canada) has drained the last dregs of 
its incapacity to recognise our reality 
as a people, another referendum 
opening will occur, under winning 
conditions for Quebec.” Well, not 
exactly. Over 80 per cent of Quebec's 
7 miliion people are so-called ‘old 
stock' French-Canadians. mostly 
descended from the original settlers 
from Normandy and Brittany. If they 
could all agree that they wanted inde- 
pendence, it would happen overnight, 
even though the so-called ‘anglo- 
phone’ and ‘allophone’ (recent immi- 
grant) minorities are solidly against 
it But they can never quite get their 
collective nerve up to tiy. 

It’s so hard to persuade French- 
speaking Quebecois to risk leaving 
Canada that in four of the six provin- 
cial elections since the ‘Quebec cri- 
sis’ erupted in the late 60s, the PQ has 
had to say that it was only running for 
office. The question of independence 
would be settled separately, it 
promised, in a referendum. So four 
times Quebecers have elected the PQ 
— and twice they have said ‘no’ to 
independence in referendums. 

True, the PQ has won the provincial 
election again, and Premier Lucien 
Bouchard is still promising another 
referendum as soon as he has “win- 
ning conditions.” But he has already 
backed away from his prediction that 
Quebec would enter the next millen- 
nium as a sovereign nation, and now 
will not even promise that the refer- 
endum will happen during the next 


four years. 

The PQ actually won this election 
on a slightly smaller share of the vote 
than the Liberal opposition (whose 
anti-separatist supporters are heavily 
concentrated in the metropolis of 
Montreal). 

But in- a referendum every vote 
counts, so the target of ‘50-per cent- 
plus-one’ that separatists say would 
give them a mandate for indepen- 
dence continues to recede like a 
desert mirage. 

It may recede forever. Quebec gov- 
ernments almost never win a third 
term, so the PQ has probably won 
power for the last time before demo- 
graphic changes make any future 
winning referendum impossible. 
Because slowly but inexorably, the 
ethnic character of Quebec’s French- 
speaking population is diversifying. 

It began with the ‘Quiet 
Revolution’ of the 1960s, which 
overthrew the Catholic Church as 
Quebec's dominant institution. The 
fall of the old elites led to rapid 
democratisation — but also, as usual 
in these cases, to an upsurge of 
nationalism. 

All the excitements of the past thir- 
ty years in Quebec, from the bombs 
and kidnappings of the late 60s to the 
‘neverendum referendum’ of recent 
years, are inevitable consequences of 
that outburst of nationalism. There is 
practically nothing that the English- 
speaking parts of Canada could have 
done except to ride it out and hope for 
the best. 

But it is the nationalism of a specif- 
ic generation — and demographic 
change is now happening quite fast. 
For the other consequence of the 
‘Quiet Revolution* was one of the 
steepest falls in the birth-rate that the 
world has ever seen. In one genera- 
tion. Quebec dropped to an average 
family size of only 1.3 children: one 
of the lowest birth-rates in the world. 

So if the French language was not 
to die out in North America, it need- 
ed lots of new recruits. Almost 
overnight, Quebec went from a poli- 
cy that aimed at ethnic purity (leav- 
ing the immigrants to join the 
English-speaking minority) to a poli- 
cy of forcing almost all immigrants to 
send their children to school in 
French. 


It was vital to preserve French- 
speakers’ share in the Canadian pop- 
ulation (around 24 per cent of 30 mil- 
lion people), but it was also a politi- 
cal Trojan horse. For all these new- 
generation French-speakers of 
Uruguayan or Iranian or Tamil or 
Vietnamese origin, though they will 
continue to defend the position of 
French in Canada, do not share the 
historical myths and obsessions of 
the ‘old stock* voters who are tempt- 
ed by the separatist project. 

With every election, these ‘allo- 
phone’ voters (non-traditional 
French-speakers) are a larger share of 
the electorate. And with every pass- 
ing year, the need to include them in 
the discussion shifts the parameters 
of political discourse in Quebec a lit- 
tle further to the disadvantage of the 
separatists. When the mythology isn’t 
shared, the buttons are harder to 
press. 

Hie damage done to Quebec by 
thirty years of political uncertainty 
has been huge, and it’s not over yet 
Montreal used to be the big city in 
Canada, a status that, once gained, 
cities almost never lose. (After 200 
years of westward expansion. New 
York is still America's biggest city.) 
And at that time, just 30 years ago, 
houses in Montreal cost one-third 
more than in Toronto. 

Now Toronto has a million more 
people, and houses in Toronto cost, 
on average, three times what they do 
in Montreal. The whole country has 
taken the hit. And while currencies 
fluctuate for various reasons, it’s 
striking that 30 years ago the 
Canadian dollar was worth more than 
the U.S. dollar. Now it’s worth barely 
two-thirds of it: the whole country 
has taken the hit. It has been a long, 
grim decline for Quebec, and to a 
lesser extent for the rest of the coun- 
try too. There will be at least four or 
five more years of it, for Premier 
Bouchard will keep Quebec on the 
edge of a referendum, psychological- 
ly speaking, even if he never dares to 
call it. But Canada is probably a lot 
closer to the end of the ordeal than to 
the beginning. 

The writer is an independent London- 
based journalist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries. 


Religious tolerance 

The editor: 

YOUR EDITORIAL “Seeds for tolerance and harmony'’ (JL 
Dec. 3) supporting the agreement recently reached between the 
Ministry of Education and the Council of Christian Bishops 
reflects many laudable sentiments and views. However, wh3e 
obviously positive and well meaning, it falls unfortunately into a 
number of common errors that require a friendly gentle comment: 

First of all it speaks of the role of Christians as a precious Ml 
with the Western werid. “ with which they share their lefigkjn.’’ 
The facts are, that while Jordanian Christians who are linked to the 
West have certainly played their patriotic role with effectiveness 
and integrity, their services had nothing to do with any common- 
ality of religion with die West In fact, it is patently false to think 
of die West as having any religious identity, or being in any way 
‘“Christian.” The most dial can be said of Western society is that it 
is “post-Christian” having effectively outgrown the period of reli- 
gious identification with society, having achieved after centuries 
of struggle, the separation of Church and State, and having refe- 
gared religion to its proper and respected position as a matter of 
conscience left to each individual whose exercise is protected. boL 
not interfered with by society at large. 

Mote troublesome, however, is the reference to Jordasan 
Christians as “a minority” being magnanimously granted “ their 
intemationaHy-recognised rights.” Jordanian Christians refuse to . 
be considered a "minority” in ariy sense of die word. Tfiey teem 
integral authentic, organic part of this society, who would bekst 
without it and which would-be fundamentally impoverishedwifr 
out them. The issue is not whether Jordan is a stxdety that “trier- 
aies minorities” but whether it is a mature society all of whose cit- 
izens, Muslim, or Christian, are free from religious coercion and 
able to exercise their beliefs under the protection, but without the 
intrusion, of the state. 

In this vein, it is commendable that Jordan is willing to teai 
Christianity to Christians in its public schools. It would also tie 
educationally beneficial to teach Christianity (and other religions) 
to all its students, in an open, tolerant and Don-coererve fashion. 

J onathan Knflab 

Amman 

Words of advice 

To the editor 

I AM a Filipino national who came to Jordan a few yeans aga to 
work as a domestic helper. I left my country to team scmediing 
new and earn a decent living. The agency I worked wife, howev- 
er. made my life a misery, and my employers regularly hit me with 
their dirty clothes and scared me so much that I had nightmaes. 
But I persevered and kept up with my workload; I was too fright- 
ened to complain. 

I want to say that we domestic helpers are h uman beings with 
self-respect; who are not stupid, and we have rights. To any dcw 
domestic helpers, never be afraid of standing up for your rights, if 
you are being abused by your employers. Also, I would like to say 
thank you to the ambassador of the PhiTHpmes, Mr. Rupert M- 
Dizon. who has never hesitated in helping us in moments of dis- 
tress. 

Mary Rose Tbrres 
Amman 


The partition of Palestine and its consequences 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

ON NOV. 29. 197S, the United Nations General 
Assembly decided that that day shall be conse- 
crated as the day of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people. It was also cm this day in 
1947 that the United Nations General Assembly 
passed Resolution 181 (II) partitioning Palestine 
into two stales: One Arab and the other Jewish. 

The Palestinians and the Arabs with them 
rejected the partition of Palestine whose Arab 
inhabitants constituted two-thirds of Palestine 
and the Jews one third. And the Jews owned less 
than 7 per cent of the whole land of Palestine 
according to Palestine government statistics. 

The partition resolution was passed by 33 
votes against 13. It is common knowledge now 
that many of the states which had voted for the 
partition did so under duress or heavy pressure: 
from President Truman himself. The latter even 
bypassed the State Department and issued 
instructions directly to the United States detec- 
tion during the debate on the Palestine question 
at the General Assembly. President Truman 
himself was under unprecedented pressure from 
the Zionists and the Jews in die United States as 
his memoirs show. 

In his memoirs he recorded the following: 
“The frets were that not only pressure move- 
ments around the United Nations, unlike any- 
thing that had been seen before, but that the 
White House too was subjected to a constant 
barrage. I do not think that l had ever had as 


much pressure and propaganda aimed at the 
White House as I had in this instance. Some of 
the extreme Zionist leaders were even suggest- 
ing that we pressure sovereign nations into 
favourable votes in the General Assembly.” 

An important witness of this inordinate pres- 
sure on the General Assembly members is 
recorded by James Forestall, then U.S. secretary 
for defence. In his diaries he stated the follow- 
ing: “There was a feeling among the Jews that 
the United States was not doing what it should 
to solicit votes in the United Nations General 
Assembly in favour of Palestine partition. I 
thought it was the most disastrous and regret- 
table fact that the foreign policy of this country 
was determined by the contribution a particular 
bloc of special interests might make to party 
funds. I thought that the methods that had been 
used by people outside of the executive branch 
of the government to bring coercion and duress 
on other nations in the General Assembly bor- 
dered closely on scandaL. Our Palestine policy 
had been made by squalid political purposes.’' 
Stephen Penrose, then President of the 
American University of Beirut, criticised the 
American pressure in favour of partition as fol- 
lows: “The political manoeuvring which ted to 
the final acceptance of the U-N. General 
Assembly of the partition provides one of the 
blackest pages in the histoy of the American 
international politics. There can be no question 
that it was American pressure which brought 
about the acceptance of the recommendation for 


partition of Palestine by the General Assembly 
on Nov. 29, 1947. 

All the above shows clearly that the members 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
were in fact unwilling to partition Palestine 
which existed as one unitary state. As a conse- 
quence of tins partition, the British mandate 
over Palestine ended in a tragedy (called 
“Nakba” by the Arabs) which hardly has any 
parallel in modem histoiy and our region is still 
suffering from its calamitous effects. With 
regard to the legality of partition several interna- 
tional jurists and law authorities questioned and 
even impugned the legality of the partition reso- 
lution. But dealing with this legal problem 
requires more extensive study than the present 
pages can contain. 

Rom the partition has ensued conflicts in the 
Middle East since 1947 which have not been 
resolved according to international legitimacy 
and justice. I remember the late well-known 
Lebanese writer Michel Chiha writing in the 
Lebanese French newspaper “Le Jour” several 
articles in which he warned the Western powers 
against the partition of Palestine on the ground 
that it would cause untold misery to the people 
concerned and that it will sow the seeds of con- 
flict and turmoil in the Middle East. Michel 
Clriha’s foresight proved to be correct The 
bloody conflict is still persisting. 

Indeed die Oslo Accords have not achieved 
real peace between the Jews and the 
Palestinians. Gashes occur almost every day 
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between Arabs and Jews whether in Palestine 
itself or in south Lebanon. Israel is still bent 00 
confiscation of Palestinian lands, destroy*^® 
their houses leaving them homeless and despair- 
ing and detaining them without trial for ye®* 1 
There can be no real peace in the Middle East 
unless Israel recognises the full rights of 
Palestinians including the right to self-determi- 
nation and consequent declaration of d* 
f^atestine state and the end of Israeli occupation 
of the Golan Hei gh ts and south Lebanon- 
cann ot be predominant in the Middle East and ** 
should reject its arrogance and haughtiness vis- 
a-vis the Palestinians and the Arabs. And as the 
testonan Paul Kennedy states in his book *Ths 
rise and fall of the great powers’: 001 

been given to any one society to remain perma- 
nently ahead of all others. Israel should Itoere- 
fore come to terms with its neighbouring 
^ the Pales tinian s and relinquish tiw uanp|-~ 
and occupied territories by genuine pence 
oiems within the framework of Seci^y 
Council Resolutions 242, 338 and 425T wiu 
the state of Israel respond to sountfand reason- 
able voices of historians and writers such aS- 
Paul Kennedy and reconcile itself wife ti* 5 Arab 
peoples? 

The writer was an advocate in Palestine in I944and. 
for many years, legal officer at UNRWA headqu#- 
tens in Beirut and Vienna. 
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Is capitalism heading for breakdown? 


By .Diane Coyle 

-AS A FUND manager. I depended a 
peat deal on my emotions. The pre- 
dominant feelings I operated with 
we re doubt, uncertainty and fear." 
writes George Soros in his new 
hook. The Crisis of Globa] CapitaJ- 
j snJ . Wrecking ball, bubonic plague, 
(jepression, total breakdown — 
ihese are just a few of the emotional 
phrases Soros uses in his analysis of 
!r|obal financial markets. When 
iumeone who has benefited to the 
tune of billions of dollars from the 
financial markets says that destabil- 
ising speculation threatens a com- 
plete breakdown of the capitalist 
,vsiem — which has delivered such 
amazing advances in prosperity over 
( f,e past five decades — it is worth 
ruying attention. 

Certainly, opponents of free mar- 
ket .economics have hailed Mr. 
Soros' recantation with glee. But is 
ihere analytical substance behind the 
L-mottonal gloss of the Soros cri- 
lique? ‘ Financial markets have 
always been prone to crises. 

Human nature seems to contain a 
herd instinct, and besides, it can be 
mtional for investors to create a bub- 
ble so long as they are confident 
jbout getting out before it bursts. 
There is nothing inherently damag- 
ing about such self-fulfilling specu- 
lation. Indeed, in his Tract on Mone- 
tary Reform, John Maynard Keynes 
— usually quoted for his condemna- 
tion of “casino capitalism" — 
emphasises the importance of specu- 
lators to healthy capita! markets. 
Speculators provide liquidity and 
reinforce existing trends rather than 
bucking them, he argued. 

The speculation has to have some- 
thing to feed on in the first place. 
Even so, the financial markets have 
clearly been a destabilising force in 
the world economy since the Asian 
crisis first erupted in July 1997. It 
raises- the question of whether, as 


capital flows have grown larger and 
more footloose, the speculative froth 
has reached unacceptable propor- 
tions. In particular, would it be sen- 
sible to reintroduce capital controls, 
which have been steadily dismantled 
over the past three decades? 
Although ■ some economists — 
notably Paul Krugman of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology — 
think there is a good case for capital 
controls, Soros is clearly against 
them “Capital controls are an invita- 
tion for evasion, corruption and the 
abuse of power,” he writes. 

Certainly, the first regime to reach 
for controls, post-crisis, was the 
authoritarian Malaysian govern- 
ment. Meanwhile Chile, which did 
have restrictions on capital inflows, 
has recently lifted them. Exchange 
controls were effective after the war, 
when so much economic activity 
was subject to planning and restric- 
tion, but by the early 1970s they 
were all but useless. So, while one 
lesson of the Asian crisis is that 
developing countries should liber- 
alise slowly and cautiously, it must 
not be forgotten that there were good 
reasons for the abolition of capital 
controls in the first place. But if this 
type of restriction is not the answer, 
what can be done? Soros concludes 
that there should be international 
financial regulation, but not by the 
International Monetary Fund tIMFj. 

The IMF is part of the problem, he 
says. Rather, he puts the onus on the 
Group of Seven countries, but con- 
cludes that the prospects of the G7 
taking effective action are dim as it 
has not yet intervened in Russia. 
However, it is difficult to see the G7 
as the right vehicle for international 
financial management, important as 
it might be in the case of a large and 
politically important country such as 
Russia. Apart from anything else the 
G7 itself is in flux, with the intro- 
duction of the euro in January likely 
to see the rapid emergence of a G3. 


In addition, the biggest countries 
cannot practically be involved in 
overseeing all of the rest of the 
world, which is why the IMF and 
other such bodies exist. In the end, it 


‘Wrecking ball, 
bubonic plague, 
depression, total 
breakdown — 
these are just 
some of the 
phrases Soros 
uses in his 
analysis 

of global financial 
markets’ 


is not the institutional arrangements 
that matter. If the IMF did not exist, 
there would be calls for its creation 
after this year's crisis. The two key 
problems are whether the response 
to financial market turbulence 
should include genuine international 
co-ordination through the creation 
of a worldwide lender-of-last-resort. 
and what sort of exchange rate 
regime should exist. 

*As Soros knows, fixed exchange 
rates can easily become sitting 
ducks for speculators. They are sus- 
tainable only if the countries locking 
their currencies to another are pre- 
pared to adjust their domestic eco- 
nomic policies for the sake of the 
exchange rate. The gold standard 


survived only as long as they were. 
But the U.K. in 1992 was not pre- 
pared to match its macroeconomic 
policy io Germany’s, and the 
pound's exchange rate mechanism 
link was doomed. The only viable 
alternatives in a world of huge capi- 
tal flows are freely floating 
exchange rates and currency union. 
Europe has opted for the laner. If the 
rest of the world is stuck with float- 
ing rates, how can governments 
hope to counter the instability of the 
financial markets? One solution is to 
have perfect domestic policies at all 
times, giving speculators nothing to 
run against." 

But this is a touch utopian — even 
if they all had first-rate policy mak- 
ers. economies are buffeted by all 
sorts of shocks. Another would be to 
create a genuine international 
authority with the task of stabilising 
the world economy and markets. At 
present the work of adjusting to cri- 
sis is forced on to a combination of 
the IMF and national central banks. 
The IMF, which has meagre 
resources, effectively bails our 
banks that face the risk of default by 
a borrower by providing liquidity to 
the borrower, while national central 
banks bail them out by providing 
liquidity to the lender within their 
own boundaries if there looks to be a 
serious threat to the domestic bank- 
ing system. Perhaps the creation of 
an international lender of last resort 
would be preferable to this messy ad 
hoc response. Soros seems to think 
some such source of finance is need- 
ed to resolve the crisis in the mar- 
kets he helped destabilise. So. too. 
do some G7 officials. But the pro- 
posal is controversial. Others 
believe that lending to borrowers in 
emerging markets is a risky business 
whose risk should fall directly on 
the speculators themselves — not 
least Soros Fund Management. 

— The Independent 
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At last a painter \ 
wjns the Turner 
Prize — with a little 
help from elephant 
hung 


One night s 
journey toward death 


,By Dan Glaister 

THANKS TO a large help- 
ing of elephant dung, con- 
ceptual .art's hold on the 
Turner Prize was broken 
last week when Chris Ofili 
became the First painter to 
win the £20,000 prize since 
1985. But he is not the sort 
of painter who would nec- 
essarily appease the tradi- 
nonalists who have made a 
habit of protesting against 
foe Tomer Prize's recent 
championing of conceptual 
art- His colourful works 
include dried, resin-coated 
elephant dung, glitter and 
Ratoon characters as well 
« incorporating references 
to black culture and 
Renaissance painting. 
Seme even glow in the 
dsBt 

Ofili was the only man 
and. the only painter among 
^ four shortlisted artists, 
•be other artists included a 
fam- maker, a sculptor and 
a Photographer. The last 
{jnter to win the Turner 
named after one of 
Britain’s greatest painters 
■~rjvas Howard Hodgkin in 
Ofili is the first black 
a rtistto win the prize, 
j^hrtbbnting the winner, 
judges praised “the 
PjjShality and energy of 
painting, and his 

use of colour." 
% also admired “the 
E ®Bplerity of his work, 
multilayered refer- 
’Jp- 8 ; .to .. contemporary 
nr ^ : culture and aware- 
H^^dtt histoiy of art.” 
OfiE the hot 

With the book- 
to win this year's 
Wlh closing odds of 
His Turner Prize 
an astounding 
fur the young painter, 
j acclaimed and 

i popular show at the 
iX^pton City Art 
Jj/rfy which later toured 
i^Setpentine Gallery in 
ft is currently at 
Maache ster City Art 


Gallery. 

His paintings, which veer 
from the figurative to the 
abstract, often star a mythi- 
cal black superhero called 
Captain Shit, inspired by 
the Marvel comics. Captain 
Shit is surrounded in many 
pictures by cut-outs of fig- 
ures from black popular 
culture, from James Brown 
to Mohammad AJi. But his 
work is not exclusively 
•about the black experience: 
pornography and the Bible 
also get mentions. 

“My project is not a PC 
project," be has said. “It 
allows you to laugh about 
issues that are potentially 
serious. There are no rules, 
and even the ones you set 
for vourself can be tempo- 
rary.” Ofili is unafraid to 
incorporate contemporary 
politics into his work. One 
painting in the Turner Prize 
exhibition. No Woman No 
Cry, is a tribute to the dig- 
nity and suffering of 
Doreen Lawrence, the 
mother of the murdered 
teenager Stephen 

Lawrence. It features 
teardrops descending from 
a woman's face. Each tear 
contains a tiny black and 
white portrait of Stephen 

Lawrence. 

Although his work incor- 
porates many elements ol 
popular culture, he insists 
that it is anything but frivo- 
lous. “My work and the 
way that I work comes out 
of experimentation, but it 
also comes out of a love of 
painting, a love affair with 

Minting" The elephant 

dung, which he acquires 
free of charge from London 
Zoo, was inspired by a visit 
to Zimbabwe. He both 
stands his paintings on the 
dung and stick s it to the 

canvas. ... 

The other artists on the 
shortlist were Tacita Dean. 
Cathy de Monchaux and 

SamTayior-Wood. 

__ The Guardian 


Silent Day in Tangier 
By Taher Ben Jelloun 
London, Quartet Books, 

1991, 109 pages, JD17.500 

STORIES WITH little plot are often con- 
sidered weak and inadequate. "Silent Day 
in Tangier” is one exception to that rule, 
in Ben Jelloun's novel nothing changes 
and nothing new takes place. Yet. he man- 
ages to create from nothing a most 
intriguing story. 

The novel takes place over one night in 
one room, and the entire events are mere 
recollections in an old man’s mind. Sick 
and bored, the old man can only summon 
dead friends and enemies, and reminisce 
over his past affairs and adventures. Yet, 
despite roving a lifetime in his memory, 
he remains static, under one roof, going 
no where. We get a seemingly intimate 
and personal account of one man's life, 
but this specificity is remarkably compro- 
mised as he remains unnamed — he could 
be anyone and everyone. 

We see a typical "stubborn old man. too 

proud to confess to even his 

age. As he remembers all 
his dead friends it becomes 
clear that "One of the 
sources of his pride is this 
Fidelity to the past. It is als«> 
a source of regret, because 
he knows that he is in the m 

process of becoming the E 

last witness of an era" p [ 

49. He is intelligent yci 
clearly submerged in senil- 
ity — although the events 
take place over one night, 
we sense a gradual deterio- 
ration in his state of mind, 
talking to himself, »»r 
doubting the validity of his 
memories. 

A sharp-witted man with 
a rare talent with words, a 
talent which has become 
impaired by age. he uses n 
only to pick on his wile, 
maid, and especially the 
objects surrounding him. 

His detest for objects also 
reveals another reason fin 
his unwillingness to con- 
fess to his age; it derives 
from the fact that objects 
are immortal; though the* 
age just like him. tlicii 
stubborn existence disturb- 
him because they will he 
there after he dies “uiterK 
indifferent to their useless- 
ness” p. 51. Simultaneous- — 

ly, he refuses to admit iliui l 0 
these objects have lost 
value or become dysfunc- 
tional, because he is afraid 
it would lead him to admit 
that he’s gradually losing 
his own value. He ignores 
the cracks in the ceiling 


‘Old age, 
according to 
Jelloun, is a 
mistake, a 
misunderstanding 
between the body 
and the mind’ 


and the rotten window frames just as he 
ignores his failing eyesight and hearing. 

The old man's way with words is a vehi- 
cle for Ben Jelloun to display his own 
aptitude. Ben Jelloun is just as fascinated 
with language as his character “because it 
allows him to play acrobatic stunts with 
his intelligence" p. 62. He has a unique 
ability m twist words, to stive them a new 


dimension. Thus old age is 
“an error, a misunderstand- 
ing between the body and the 
mind, between the body and 
time” p. 29. As the old man 
feels slowly drawn into the 
abyss by the voices of his 
dead friends, he comes to the 
conclusion that death is 
“familiar voices reaching our 
ears from beneath the earth, 
but distorted beyond recogni- 
tion” p. 49. 

This story leaves a compos- 
ite of contradicting impres- 
sions. h is filled with beauti- 
ful images and sketched with 
remarkable prose, but it 
leaves a sour taste! The out- 
come is grim and claustro- 
phobic; maybe a sincere 
account of what it would be 
like to have one foot in the 
grave. 

— Dima Hanidan 
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Customer service and satisfaction are the ultimate 
priorities at Fastlink. With this in mind, Fastlink has 
opened a new Customer Service Center in the U.T.G. 
building in Shmeisani. 

Our valued customers will be able to pay their invoices, 
settle any billing issues, receive general information, or 
settle any other customer concerns at this new location in 
Shmeisani, or at any of our other convenient locations. 


Far mare information call us at 

Amman: 551 2010, Wihdal (Tayebat Village); 477 0770, 

Aqaba: 03 202 2557. Irbid (Housing Bank Complex): 02 251 691 , 
dial 111 on your mobile, or contact one ol our direct sales representatives. 
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JCFC, Lafarge pledge 
‘no arbitrary lay-offs’ 

in meeting with PM 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Company and strategic 
partner Lafarge yesterday 
offered assurances that 
cement factory workers 
will not be laid off arbitrar- 
ily as they try to pare down 
the factory's operations, 
said JCFC Chairman 
Hamdi Tabbaa. 

According to Tabbaa, 
JCFC and" Lafarge told 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh that none of the 
workers and employees ati 
the cement factory will be '■ 
laid off. in accordance with 
the memoranda of under- 
standing the two sides con- 
cluded earlier. 

Lafarge Vice Chairman 
and Chief Operations Offi- 
cer Jacques Lefevre was 
quoted as making the 
pledge during a meeting 
with Tarawneh. with whom 
he reviewed Lafarge's 
plans to employ modem 
technology to improve the 
product's quality, reduce 
production costs and help 
protect the environment 

Lafarge, the French 
cement giant last month 
became JCFC’s new strate- 


gic partner with the pur- 
chase of a 33.3 per cent 
stake in JCFC. 

It is hoped that Lafarge 
will help Jordan produce 
cement at competitive 
prices and open new mar- 
kets for the product abroad. 
It is also expected to pro- 
vide better technology to 
the company. 

Lafarge purchased 20 
million shares at JD3.6; 
twice the closing price of 
JD1.8 in mid-October 
when the trade ban on 
cement shares was imposed 
at the Amman Financial 
Market ahead of the JCFC 
sale. 

The government said last 
month" that it was selling 
the workers 1.2 million of 
its shares to employees at 
JD 1.5 per share, payable in 
instalments over a 12 - 
month period. 

Tabbbaa said the govern- 
ment and JCFC- Lafarge 
consider the cement facto- 
ry's privatisation as one of 
the most successful privati- 
sation processes to date in 
the govemmet's privatisa- 
tion drive, adding that 
Lafarge does not enjoy 


privtieees at the expense of 
the JCFC. 

Critics of the deal fear 
that Lafarge, or other for- 
eign companies, could gain 
an inroad into Jordan's key 
minin g sector as the single 
largest shareholder in the 
company. 

Under the deal, Lafarge 
cannot sell its shares for ten 
years, unless it fails to win 
a seat on the board of direc- 
tors. In the event of a sale. 
Jordanian investors will 
have first dibs on the blue 
chip stock. 

Lefevre said Lafarge 
chose JCFC to acquire 
equity in view of the fact 
that Jordan enjoys political 
stability and has introduced 
legislation that encourages 
foreign investments. 

Tabbaa said that Lafarge 
aims to market Jordanian 
cement in Europe, possibly 
by next year. 

French Ambassador 
Bernard Ernie who attend- 
ed the meeting expressed 
hope that Lafarge’s contri- 
butions will have positive 
impact on Jordanian- 
French economic relations. 


Gas deals at top of 
ME business agenda 

Oman to sign with Enron Qatar-Mobii initial deal 


MUSCAT (R> — Omanni oil minis ter said on 
Saturday his country will sign a 25-year liq- 
uefied natural gas (LNG) deal on Tuesday 
with Enron's Indian subsidiary. Mohammad 
ben Hamad ben Seif A1 Ramhi, Minister of 
oH and gas, said at a news conference: "We 
are signing an agreement in two days time 
with the Indian subsidiary of Enronr Ramhi. 
speaking on the sidelines of an international 
economic conference in Muscat, said the deal 
would be for 1.65 million tonnes a year and 
would be announced on Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

Enron India, a subsidiary of U.S. -based 
Enron Corp M is the majority shareholder in 
Dabhol Power Company, which is setting up 
a gas-based 2.450 megawatt power plant at 
Dabhol in India's western Maharshstra state. 

Oman is a small, non-OPEC oil producers 
which depends on crude exports for 75 per 
cent of government revenues. In common 
with other oil producers its economy has 
been hit hard by the world crisis in oil prices. 

Ramhi said there were a few prospects that 
would improve Oman's gas reserves. He did 
not elaborate, but added, “I think 25 years 
from now, we are going to see gas all over the 
Middle East" 


DOHA (R) — Qatar on Saturday initialled 
a $1 billion gas deal with U.S- energy giant 
Mobil to develop its massive North Field in 
a production sharing agreement. 

"Qatar General Pet roleum Corporation and 
Mobil Oil Qatar, an affiliate of Mobil Cor- 
TOratiqp announced ... that they have signed 
ateads of agreement finalising terms for 
development of the new enhanced gas utili- 
sation projects," the minister of energy and 
industry said in a statement 

Qatar's official news agency said the deal 
was worth about $1 billion. 

The statement said the project will pro- 
duce gas from Qatar’s North Reid, with 
nominal capacity of a billion cubic feet per 
day of gas sales mostly to supply power, 
chemical, petrochemical and other industri- 
al development in Qatar: 

The (kail will boost Mobil's presence in 
Qatar, which already includes the Rasgas 
and Qatargas joint ventures which are devel- 
oping the North Held — the largest single 
concentration of gas in the world. 

The project will also produce condensate, 
butane, propane and ethane as feedstock to 
refinery and petrochemicals. 


OPEC boss predicts 
extraordinary meeting 
to combat falling prices 


MUSCAT (R) — 

OPEC’s secretary-gen- 
eral said on Saturday 
the oil cartel would not 
rule out holding an 
extraordinary meeting 
to deal with the world 
oil price crisis before its 
next scheduled session 
in March. 

"If things should war- 
rant another meeting 
before March. I am sure 
(OPEC) member coun- 
tries would institute 
such a meeting” Ril- 
wanu Lukman told 
reporters in Muscat. 

Lukman was speaking 
at a news conference on 
the sidelines of interna- 
tional economic forum 
in Oman, a small, inde- 
pendent oil producer 
which remained outside 
the OPEC but cooper- 
ates with its decisions. 

Oil members of the 
11 -member OPEC 
failed in their regular 
winter meeting in Vien- 
na last month to take 
any action to rescue oil 
markets depressed by 
lowest prices since 
1976. 

Previously agreed oil 
production cuts 

totalling 2.6 million 
barrels per day (bpd) — 
some 10 per cent of 
OPEC output, remain in 
place until June, 
although independent 
monitors say several 
countries desperate for 
cash have been cheating 
on their quotas. 

Iran and Venezuela 
have been signalled out 
as prime production 
quota busters. 

The Vienna meeting 
was marred by bitter 
squabbling over compli- 
ance with two rounds of 
oil production cuts 
agreed earlier this year 
aimed at bolstering 
prices. 

Lukman said OPEC, 
which is dominated by 
the world's largest pro- 
ducer and exporter 
Saudi Arabia, has limit- 
ed power to impose 
strong output discipline 
on member countries 
because they are sover- 
eign states. 

"We don't have the 
power of 

sanctions...You cannot 
embargo a country for 
violating its quota," he 
said. 

At the inconclusive 
Vienna meeting, minis- 
ters agreed to meet 


again in March as previ- 
ously scheduled. Ana- 
lysts said OPEC would 
need to cut another 1.5 
million bpd then to lift 
prices about current lev- 
els of around $10. 

"Right now. the agree- 
ment in place is valid 
until June,” Lukman 
said. 

“So. we already have 
that in our pocket...The 
conference reserves the 
right to hold an extraor- 
dinary’ meeting.” 

The former Nigerian 
cabinet minister said 
there was too much oil 
in the market. But he 
added, "We can’t go on 
cutting, cutting, cutting 
for ever." 

Lukman reiterated 
OPEC price targets of 
$15-520 per barrel. 

"OPEC would be 
happy with a $15-520 
price range. That is the 
price we are working 
towards," he said. 

Lukman sidestepped a 
question about the like- 
lihood of a separate 
meeting between Saudi 
Arabia, Venezuela and 
Mexico — architects of 
this year's first round of 
production cuts. 

"The so-called archi- 
tects met early last week 
in Vienna. It is up to 
them if they want to 
meet so soon after that ” 
he said, adding, ‘There 
are consultations going 
on all the time.” 

Lukman said the pre- 
sent environment of low 
oil prices and subdued 
demand had created 
uncertainties and sharp- 
ened the perception of 
investment risks for pro- 
ducers and investors. 

“This has the disturb- 
ing potential of derail- 
ing what ordinarily 
would have been a time- 
ly investment to cater 
for projected high vol- 
ume demand in the 
medium to long-term,” 
he said. 

“Unless investors 
begin to take actions 
soon, especially given 
the long-lead time for 
oil and gas expansion 
projects to come 
onstream, the seeds of 
drastic oil price volatili- 
ties as a consequence of 
inadequate supply 
caused by under-invest- 
ment. would have been 
sold.” 
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Egypt, Turkey begin trade talks 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak left 
for Tuikey on Saturday to 
bold talks expected to focus 
on economic and trade ties, 
airport sources said yester- 
day. 

Economy Munster Youssef 
Boutros-Ghali. Supply and 
Trade Ministe r Ahmed 
Gueily and a delegation of 
businessmen were accompa- 
nying Mubarak, an indication 
of the commercial nature of 
his latest visit 

The government-owned Al 
Ahram newspaper quoted 
Egypt’s Ambassador in 
Ankara, Mahdi Fathulah, as 


saying that the volume of 
bilateral trade had increased 
last year by 25 per cent He 
gave no figures. 

“Egyptian-Turldsh rela- 
tions are growing and devel- 
oping well," he told the daily. 

The two-day visit comes 
two months after Mubarak 
helped to defuse a row 
between Turkey and Syria 

Mubarak shuttled between 
Ankara and Damascus to 
ease tension sparked when 
Turkey threatened to use 
face unless Syria halted its 
alleged support for separatist 
Kurdish rebels in southeast- 
ern Turkev. 


A Turkish foreign ministry 
official said on Thursday that 
Mubarak would hold talks 
with his Turkish counterpart 
Suleyman Demirel before 
flying to Istanbul on Sunday 
for further talks on economy 
ties. 

The official said be expect- 
ed the question of Kurdish 
rebels would be on the agen- 
da, but did not elaborate. •' 

The Kurdish Labour Part)’ 
(PKK) took up arms in 1984 
for self-rule in Turkey's 
mainly-Kurdish southeast 
More than 29.000 people 
have been killed in the con- 
flict. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Bivouac 
5 Singing John 

10 Stinging insect 

14 60 's musical 

15 Greek tetter 

16 Brainstorm 

17 Singer Guthrie 

18 Contaminate 

19 No water or ice 

20 Home ol the 
Bears 

23 Make certain 

24 Family 
members 

28 Home of the 
White Sox 

33 Weighed down 

36 Gives a 
thumbs-up 

37 7 on a sundial 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 




23 
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38 Raw minerals 

39 Capture 

57 

56 

W 


40 Fringe group 

62 




42 Ralph of The 

65 






Peanuts 



43 up (adds 

muscle) 

44 Home of the 
-Bulls 

47 Pad tic islands 

48 Bob Marley’s 
forte 

52 Home of the 
Cubs 

57 Actress Samms 

60 Diner 
employees 

61 Composer 
Porter 

62 Wild hog ... 

63 Beginning ' 

64 First among 
men? 

65 Flaming 
superspy 

66 Requirements 

67 Singer Home 

DOWN 

1 Go after 

2 Hammerin' 
Hank 

3 Pulverizes, as 
grain 

4 Brings forth 

5 Look up to 

6 Perjurer 

7 wage-slave's 


By James E. BueS 

Fart Washington, HD 

refrain 

8 Present 
starter? 

9 Archibald of the 
NBA 

10 Pitcher's 
motion 

11 Summer drink 

12 of Galilee 

13 Light touch 

21 Pressing device 

22 Sets down 

25 Orange variety 

26 Alternative to 
treat 

27 Cortjic routines 

29 Greek column 
type 

30 Ray 

31 Valentine or 
Carpenter 

32 Heart of a 
hurricane 

33 Water lily 

34 Amphitheater 

35 Durable fabric 

39 Dejected 

40 Uke operations 

42 Have on 

43 Steer flesh 
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Andy Capp 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


I jnWREk 
.doin'? 


45 in the direction 
of 

46 Secret 
meetings 

49 Rock full of 
crystals 

50 Edgar _ Poe 

51 Botanical 
puffiness 


53 Windows 
image 

54 Absent 

55 Misplace 

56 Lived day to 
day 

57 Recede 

58 Cow can 

59 Humankind 
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By Glasbergen 
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“When you kiss me, I tingle all over. 
Your hug must be cutting off 
my circulation.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
UV Henri Arnold and Mike Aitfrtoft 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 
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WHY THE ■ 
ACCOUNT ANT 1 
GOT PROMOTER 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomonD*) 

Jumbles: BUMPY JOUST OBLONG JARGON 
Answer. Whal the young drummers did at the rental ■— 
A BANG UP JOB 
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Oil ticks higher, but bears prevail 


LONDON <R) — 

: Depressed oil prices gained 

a little ground on Friday 
c verr though weak demand 
^ a divided OPEC con- 
tinued to drive bearish mar- 
ket sentiment. 

I •'These little movements 
; ^ just background noise,” 
said Peter Gignoux of 
Salomon Smith Barney in 
London - • 

The International Petrole- 
jnn Exchange benchmark 
gient last traded four cents 
; bigber’at SI 0.22 a barrel on 
Friday but average oil 
prices this year, at around 
513 jg, are at their lowest 
since 1976. 

Traders ultimately 
drugged off news that 
Norway on Friday had 
■extended a cut of three per 
teni in its oil output, or 
about J 00,000 barrels per 
day (bpd), for six months to 
June 30, 1999, in a bid to 
bolster saving prices. 
Norway' imposed cuts 
from May 'l'to the end of 
1998 as part of a bid by 
OPEC and non-OPEC pro- 
ducers to shore up prices. 
Traders instead trained 
iheir focus on a market 
anotfaered by an enormous 
stock overhang created by a 
demand collapse in Asia, an 
[©usually warm start to 
winter 'in the northeast 
Lhnted States and rising 
Iraqi exports. 

'We are 12 cents away 
from the OPEC basket 
[crude price) being 50 per 
cent down on the 1997 
average,”. Gignoux said. 
"Thai in itself is a pretty 


damning indictment of 
OPEC's aptitude for price 
stabilisation.” 

OPEC members were 
divided at a winter meeting 
last week as Iran and 
Venezuela were charged 
with ignoring production 
curbs, which stand at 2.6 
million bpd. 

The group neither extend- 
ed current restraint beyond 
the agreed June 1999 limit 
nor agreed to deepen cuts, 
instead OPEC appeared to 
pin its hopes on a further 
meeting in March. 

The research arm of Dres- 
dner Kieinwort Benson 
bank in London on Thurs- 
day said OPEC output actu- 
ally rose by 500,000 bpd in 
November to 27.5 million 
bpd after falling slightly in 
October. 

"If our estimate of a 
rebound in OPEC output 
proves true, prices could 
dip further in the near 
term,” the Dresdner KJe in- 
won. report said. 

Brokers GNl said the out- 
put increase reduced the 
compliance rate to 74 per 
cent from October's 90 per 
cent 

“These numbers are sim- 
ply not good enough and 
prices will fall further 
unless certain producers 
see sense ” a GNI daily 
market report said. 

Even with a cold snap in 
Europe and Asia, and the 
forecast of cooler tempera- 
tures in the United States 
next week, heating oil 
stocks in particular contin- 
ued to weigh on prices. 


Dresdner iower its aver- 
age 199S Brent price fore- 
cast to SI 3.00 a barrel from 
Si 330 in view of poor fun- 
damentalists. It also cut its 
1999 Brent forecast to 
SI 3.00 from $15.00. 

"Short of a miraculously 
cold first quarter which 
might add 0.5 million bpd 
to demand, there is linle 
prospect of any meaningful 
increase in oil prices before 
March,” said the bank’s lat- 
est oil and “as bulletin. 


Even Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s top crude oil 
exporter, was feeling the 
pinch. The Financial Times 
said on Friday that falling 
prices had forced the king- 
dom to turn to its United 
Arab Emirates neighbour 
Abu Dhabi for a loan esti- 
mated by Saudi bankers at 
$5 billion. The report said 
the loan was needed to 
finance the Gulf state’s 
soaring budget deficit. 


Beirut banks refute merger rumours 

Banque Audi, Libanaise say no deal 


A.F.M TRADE Saturday,05- 12- 98 
ACCESS 4646868 


BANKS 
211.000 211.000 


BEIRUT (R) — 

Lebanon's Banque Audi 
and Banque Libanaise 
pour le Commerce 
(BLC) said on Friday 
they were not dis- 
cussing a merger, dis- 
missing market rumours 
of a potential deal. 

“There’s nothing in 
this.” said Michel Ara- 
mouni, head of capital 
markets at Banque 
Audi. 

Talk of a possible 
merger between the two 
bants, among the top 10 
in Lebanon’s key finan- 
cial sector, had driven 


investors to buy their 
London-listed GDRs on 
Friday. Audi's GDR 
closed SI .05 up at $25.6 
while BLC sained 
$0.65 to $17.85. “ 
"Banque Libanaise 
pour Je Commerce has 
noted the recent market 
speculations about a 
merger with or sale to a 
third party. The man- 
agement of BLC would 
like to state that the 
bank has not entered 
into any sale or merger 
agreement,” BLC Vice 
Chairman Jean Abou 
Jaoude said in a faxed 


statement. 

The statement said 
BLC had retained secu- 
rities house Nomura 
International to "review 
the strategic options 
open to it in the light of 
the ongoing develop- 
ment of the banking 
industry in Lebanon. 

"BLC will ensure any 
development that may 
arise from this review 
will be appropriately 
announced.' the state- 
ment added without 
giving further details. 

~ Brokers had also spec- 
ulated the banks would 


merge with investment 
bank Lebanon Invest. 
Lebanon Invest’s chief 
financial officer, Rida 
Mroeh, denied the 
rumours. 

Lebanon's central 
bank encourages merg- 
ers and acquisitions in 
the crowded financial 
sector. Last week. Bank 
of Beirut said it had 
signed a $70 million 
merger agreement with 
Transorient Bank to 
form one of the top ten 
retail banks. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1998 

. By Undo C. Black Tribune Media Senices, Inc. 

.ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You're looking 
good, and you're attracting a lot of attention. You 
may tend to be self-centred, however. If a loved 
one seems a little quiet, that could be why. He or 
she is feeling left out. Make a some time for this 
jwrson. You'll be glad you did. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You could get a 
great deal on a household item today. You might 
jven find it for free. Either that, or you’ll be able 
jo make a real estate purchase with no money 
down. A little shopping is required to find this 
bargain, but it's out there. Get busy. 

: GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 > It may be hard to 
; keep your opinions to yourself today. That’s OK. 
Yon don't need to do that. Let the whole world 
know how you feel. People will be interested; 
they might even put your plan into effect. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re probably 
worth more money than you've been making. 
This is a good day to point that out to the boss. If 
yon don’t have a job, it’s a good day to find one. 

! Might as well go for one that pays well, while 
t you're at it. 

. LEO:- (July 22 to August 21) The eyes of the mul- 
titudes are upon you. That’s the way you like it. 
The single most feared situation in the world, for 
most people, is public speaking. You. on the other 
band, love the attention. Go ahead and put on a 
great show. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22.) You could 
in charge of a lot of people’s destinies today. 
They don’t realise how important you are. You 
could withdraw your support and watch every- 
thing come tumbling down, but don t do that. 

■ You’ll get' your reward, but maybe not in the way 
you expect. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have 
to make sure that several very strong egos get 
along. You’re the manager, in that you manage to 
Sot them to see eye to eye. It’s not that they 
couldn’t do it without you, it’s just that they 
wouldn’t do it as well. Give yourself credit for a 
job well done. _ . v 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You 
coold be earning a lot more money in the future. 
The bad news is that the money may be delaye 
Perhaps"it T s an actual treasure you're alter. » so, 
use all of your expertise and imagination to tin 
it and dig it up. Don’t give up. - , . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December _ i 
would be a great day to travel. If you travel 
•jour work, your job will be even more fun than 
^N.Dorft forget an important part ot me 
Jsjgiiment, like, for example, making tne saie. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January JO) 
Wa maj 0r purchase careful consideration, ine 
Vision you make now could affect your i 
^ outgo for quite some time. If y° u , re . 

!“* teal estate, it could be a good investment. 
TSJ*! take too big a risk, however. 
a QDARTDS: (January 21 to February 19) . 

your . mate seem to be locking horns You re 
^ stubborn, so the chances are not S '- , 

gHt'otyou will concede graciously. A ue'gn 
S', or close relative can give you a fabulous 

ahead and talk Y 0 * o 00 d 

*SCESt.(pebruary 20 to March -0) i . 

^ figuring out what other people want, P 
dmg jt. That talent will be useful • 

in contact with a demanding persom^^ 

yeknown this person for a while, y ® 
things ready ahead of time. 

Stone of December: Turquoise .tT - • 
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FOR YOU & A FRIEND 


Ramadan and New Year are a time for celebration and giving. 

So when you subscribe to Fastlink during the month ef December, yen will get 108 free mhwtes*! 

Yon will also receive an additional 100 free minutes to give to a friend or charity that already has a Fastlink 
connection. And in the spirit of giving, we'll connect you absolutely free of charge so you can spend yonr 100 free 
minutes talking to your friend on your new Motorola 0520, available for only JD 70. 

For more information calf us at: Amman: 551 2010, Wihdat (Tayebat Village): 477 0770, Aqaba: 03 202 2557, Irtaid (Housing Bank 
Complex): 02 251 691, dial 111 on your mobile, or contact one of our direct sales representatives. 

Authorized Dealers: Mabco: 464 7666. A1 Raed Al Ordeny: 560 2924, Sawalha: 551 8897, Al Aryan: 551 9553, Mobile World: 552 1411. 

TeleUnk: 586 1055. Telecom: 566 9996, Samsung (GSM): 462 1599, MEXC0M: 4657303, Globatel: 551 B778, Naxtach: 567 7729. 

Contecfi (Irtiid): 02 270061, Al-Habeeb (Tafila): 03 343710. 2 

Please Kate: * A J0 100 deposit may apply. Prices sublet to 10% government sales tax. Offer not applicable to Sadfq and Corporate subscriptions. Jordanian Jj 
nationals must present proof of tfteir national identify number. Non -resident musl present proof of tfieir residency. Credit for free minutes (JD 1B.500 per 100 “ 

minutes) will be applied In January 1999. Gilt recipients must be Fastlink subscribers prior to October 1. 1998. Recipients ot tree minutes are limited to a A 

maximum ot 500 minutes. Motorola d520 subject to availability- Motorola d520 available separately at JD 273. Regular rates win be applied if subscription Is 
terminated within 90 days. Offer ends Dec. 31. 1998. • ■* 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS A 


- _ m ■ At Amra Hotel 

|1 1* I St 111 2* S Shops - Amman 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished 4 Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/' 079/530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


TOADViSi 

m mi 


Studio Haig 

Professional qualify M 
1 hour service 
Develop ycMr.^ciiff^fibn 
at our shop and jjefc < : ' 7 
* JUMBO phofO Size 


"TfoePt /fthfacto tfnrimmaM 



* Free 
20x30 cm . 

Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


Quality Serviced Suites 

♦One & Two Bedrooms +Fuily 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Sta y * Reasonable Rates 

5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal# goxmnjo 
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Kern a Car i 
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the bossies of \ 
Jg waiting forj 
o ride??? i 
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Get your own j 
cor From the j 
Diplomat 1 
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CALL 



5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
Fax: 5693337 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



Fax: 5693337 
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2nd Division Basketball Championshi 


Leaders Wihdat face 
Homentmen today 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Top three 
standings remained 

unchanged after the latest 
round of the Second 
Division Basketball 

Championship but that is 
likely to change after 
Sunday's matches. 

Leaders A1 Wihdat 
Sunday meet Homentmen 
who are second on points 
after both teams won their 
two opening matches. The 
winner Sunday will take a 
clear lead atop the stand- 
ings. 

A1 Wihdat. playing in the 
second division for the sec- 
ond year after finishing run- 
ner up last year, seem capa- 
ble of clinching one of two 
qualifying berths to the First 
Division next year. 

They beat AI Ashrafieh 


1 OS-46 and Abu Nusair 
105-72. 

Homentmen on the other 
hand, were formerly a First 
Division team, and are 
struggling to regain their 
place for the third year now. 

They managed a 64-59 
win over Ashrafieh and beat 
Al Rayeh 77-53 in their first 
match. 

AI Fuheis are in third 
place and will have an easy 
match against AI Rayeh. 
They were a considerable 
threat to the top teams last 
year. S amm a meet Al 
Ashrafieh in Sunday’s 
fourth match. 

The last event on the 
Jordan Basketball 

Federation’s (JBF) current 
agenda — eight teams are 
taking part in the second 
division. 

Missing from the event is 


Al Watani, also a former 
First Division team who 
were relegated but failed to 
participate in the second 
division. 

Two teams will be pro- 
moted this year making the 
total number of First 
Division teams eight 
instead of six. 

The JBF this year organ- 
ised only three other events: 
the first division and the 
Under- 14 won by Al 
Orthodoxi . and the under- 
16 won by Al Jazireh. 

The women’s, juniors, and 
under- 22 were cancelled 
while the JBF is discussing 
holding the under- 18 with 
the concerned clubs. 

The First division includes 
Al Orthodoxi, Al AhlL Al 
Jazireh, Al Jalil, Al Hussein. 
Al Jeel. 




Sunday's matches 


Rayeb-Fuheis 
Wihdat- Homentmen 
Ashrafieh- Samma 
Abu Nusair- Ebb in 

4:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

Sports Palace 
Sports Palace 
Hassan Sports City 
Hass an Sports City 




Bayer steal Bundesliga 
lead from Bayern 


HAMBURG (DPA) — 
Bayer Leverkusen 
ended Bayern Munich's 
reign at the top of the 
Bundesliga standings 
after three and a half 
months on Saturday 
with an impressive 3-0 
hammering of VfL 
Wolfsburg. 

Leverkusen's win 
with the help of two 
goals from star striker 
ULF Kirsten clearly 
gives them the momen- 
tum going into next 
weekend's top of the 
table clash with Bayern 
in Munich's Olympic 
stadium. 

Bayer stretched their 
unbeaten run to 13 
games. For Wolfsburg, 
it was the first defeat hi 
10 games during which 
they climbed from last 
to sixth place in the 
standings. 

Leverkusen and 
Munich, who were held 
to a 2-2 draw at VfL 
Bochum Friday night 
have 35 points apiece. 
But Leverkusen's supe- 
rior goal difference 
ended Munich's run at 
the top that had started 
August 22. 

However. Munich 
have a game in hand, on 
December 16 at last- 
placed Borussia 

Moenchengladbach. 
Their coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld insisted: “We 
are in a good position. 
After all we are playing 
Leverkusen at home.” 

In other action on a 
thin schedule due to 
three cancellations by 
wintery weather, 

Jonathan Akpoborie 
scored a hat-trick as 
VfB Stuttgart held off 


SV Hamburg 3-1 the 
day after their coach 
Winfried Schaefer quit 
after plenty of bad 
blood with the players. 

Struggling Schalke, 
meanwhile. left the rel- 
egation zone for 1 2th 
place by winning 2-1 at 
Eintracht Frankfurt. In 
another match played 
Friday, visiting Hansa 
Rostock fought from 2- 
0 down to a 2-2 draw in 
Nuremberg. 

But all attention was 
on Leverkusen, who 
have not lost since a 2- 1 
home defeat against 
Hamburg September 9 
and conceded just one 
goal in their last six 
games. 

The sellout 22,500 
crowd braving cold 
temperatures and snow 
showers saw a cautious 
start from both teams as 
Leverkusen and 

Wolfsburg showed a lot 
of respect for one 
another. 

The opening goal 
came out of the blue in 
the 21st. Eric Meijer 
stole the ball in mid- 
field, marched down the 
right wing and sent an 
accurate cross to 
Kirsten. who fired 
home from inside the 
goalmouth. 

Leverkusen took full 
control now and just 
five minutes later 
Kirsten, back from a 
two-week injury layoff, 
got his ninth goal of the 
season with a diving 
header off Carsten 
Ramelow’s corner kick. 

Wolfsburg's only 
notable chance came in 
the 33rd, but Adam 
Matysek got his fists up 


in time to stop Holger 
Ballwanz' short range 
volley. 

The hosts clinched the 
match nine minutes into 
the second half with a 
short range effort next 
to the near left post 
from their Brazilian 
midfielder Ze Roberto 
for what turned out the 
final 3-0 scoreline. 

Stuttgart’s woes 
seemed to continue 
under caretaker coach 
Wolfgang Rolff when 
visiting Hamburg 
snatched a 37th-minute 
lead through Bemd 
Hollerbaeh. 

But the sparkling form 
of Akphoborie allowed 
the turnaround, with the 
Nigerian striker on tar- 
get in the 43rd, 46th 
and 51st. Stuttgart 
moved up from Uth to 
ninth place. 

The weekend action is 
completed Sunday 
when fourth-placed 
1860 Munich meet No. 
5 Borussia Dortmund. 

The matches Hertha 
BSC Berlin vs. Sc 
Freiburg and Borussia 
Moenchengladbach 
were rescheduled for 
Tuesday while MSV 
Duisburg will now host 
reigning champions 
Kaiserslautern 
December 16. 


Bastia goalkeeper Eric Durand (L) makes a save before Nantes* Nicolas Gillet in a 
French D1 match. Nantes won 2-0 (AFP photo) 

Foe makes comeback 
in 3-0 Lens victory 


PARIS (R) — RC Lens 
tuned up for their 
European Champions’ 
League decider against 
Dynamo Kiev with a 3-0 
home win over 
Strasbourg and the wel- 
come return from injury 
of Cameroon midfielder 
Marc-Vivien Foe on 
Friday. 

Rennes climbed to third 
place at the halfway stage 
in the championship with 
a 0-0 draw at Metz but 
are 10 points behind 
pacesetters Girondins 
Bordeaux and Olympique 
Marseille, who both 
played on Thursday. 

Halfway stage leaders 
Bordeaux were crowned 
“autumn champions” 
despite going down 2-1 at 
Olympique ” Lyon after 
Marseille were held 1-1 
at AJ Anxerre to remain 
second on goal differ- 
ence. 


• Seven teams in the last 
15 seasons have won the 
championship after lead- 
ing half way. The last 
were Nantes in the 1994- 
95 season. 

Foe came on as a sub- 
stitute 10 minutes from 
time at Lens to mark his 
return after breaking a 
leg nearly eight months 
ago. missing out on the 
World Cup finals and a 
transfer to Manchester 
United. 

Lens, who meet 
Dynamo Kiev at home on 
Wednesday looking for a 
place in the European 
Cup quarter-finals, domi- 
nated Strasbourg 

throughout, scoring all 
three goals in the second 
half. But they will sorely 
miss Tony VaireUes, who 
laid on two of the goals, 
with the winger suspend- 
ed for Wednsday’s match 
after being sent off in 


Lens’ upset 1-0 win over 
Arsenal at Wembley 10 
days ago. 

VaireUes sent a lobbed 
cross from the right over 
two defenders for Czech 
Vladimir Smicer to open 
the scoring in the 50th 
minute. 

Five minutes later 
Ghana midfielder Alex 
Nyarko chested the ball 
down outside the box and 
beat Slovakia’s 

Alexander Vencel in the 
Strasbourg goal with a 
fine voUey. 

Substitute Wagneau 
* Eloi added a third 11 
minutes from time when 
he headed home another 
cross from the right by 
the tenacious VaireUes. 
who won the baU from 
two defenders. 




Russian Anton Sikh&rnlidze holds up his partner Elena Berezhnaya -during the 
pairs* free skating event In the NHK Trophy Internationa] Figure Skating com- 
petition in Sapporo, northern Japan. The worid champion pair won the event 
(AFP photo) 
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Davis wins ,3rd event at IKS; Open 

COLLEGE STATION, Texas (R) — American Josh Davis 
won his third event -in the U.S. Open swimming chamni. 
ooships -.on Friday night Davis wan the .2()SSe 
frees ty triii ‘a U.S. rec<5hl time of 1 minute, 45.24 seconds 
In four nights of the World Cup and the U.S. Open, Davis 
swam 21 races in preliminaries and finals.. He-has won 
five events, three at the U.S. Open and two earlier in the 
week at the World Cup. as three UJS. records, two U.S 
Open records and three meet records. “51 have been work- 
ing real hard at being intense in the pooU’JJavis-said. 
“But this is more than I ever hoped for. “I have been on 
the U.S. national team for eight years and Tam 26 years 
old and these are my first three American record ^ I gm^ 

I can improve before the Olympics. 7 ’ The three-day U.S 
Open was to conclude on Saturday. - - f- - - : 

Bruges open 6-point lead 

BRUSSELS (R) — Champions Club Binges opened a 
six-point lead at the top of the Belgian first division IS 
Friday with a 2-1 win at Westerlo. The league^ leaders 
were stunned in the 11th minute when Benoir Thans 
curled in a fine free kick, but Bruges equalised just beiore 
half time through a Nzelo Lembi voUey. Westedo, who 
have the best goal-scoring record in the Belgian first divi- 
sion so far this season, went dose several times after the 
equaliser before Bruges reasserted themselves fowaife 
the end. With 11 minutes to go, Darko Anic singed into 
the Westerlo penalty area and was fouled by .Mario 
Verheyen. Verfaeyen was sent off and Vital" Boitebnans 
fired home the penalty. It was the only first ttivision-game 
played on Friday. Second-placed Genk play on Si&tday 
and third-placed Lokeren on Saturday. 

Orioles sign DeShields 

BALTIMORE (R) — The busy Baltimore Orioles: took 
care of some more off-season business on Friday by-sign- 
ing free agent second baseman Etelino DeShields ant! re- 
signing outfielder BJ. Surhoff. Both players w ere gives 
three-year contracts with Surhoff, who also was a free 
agent, receiving an option for 2002. In the 29-yeai : oH 
DeShields, the Orioles found a second baseman to take 
over the spot from Roberto Alomar, who left, for- the 
Cleveland Indians via free agency. DeShields hit 0290 
with seven homers, 44 RBI and 26 stolen bases for the Si 
Louis Cardinals last season. DeShields, - who has also 
played for Montreal and Los Angeles, averaged 47 steals 
in his seven full seasons before 1998. The 34-yeair-oU 
Surhoff batted .279 and established career highs with 160 
hits. 22 home runs and 92 RBI last season. Surhoff bad 
received offers from the Pittsburg Pirates and New Yak 
Mets, but the interest from the Mets ended after they 
signed free agent third baseman Robin Ventura. *1 
received some other offers, but this is where I wanted to 
be,” said Surhoff, who may shift from leftfield to right to 
accommodate Baltimore’s new free-agent slugger Albeit 
Beller Earlier this* week,- the Orioles acquired -ritteber 
Charles Johnson in a three-way deal wxth the‘NeW:Yoft 
Mets and Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Mets deal Blair to Tigers 

NEW YORK (R) — The New York Mets, reportedly in 
the market for free agent outfielder Rickey Henderson; 
freed up some salary on Friday by sending pitcher WBlie 
Blair to the Detroit Tigers for infielder Joe Randa. Meti 
general manager Steve Phillips talked, about ptwaHy 
moving Randa, who has played all four infield position^ 
in another deal. Randa, 28, hit .254 with nine homers and 
50 RBI in 138 games for Detroit last season and is eligi- 
ble for arbitration. “We feel that we have given onrsdva 
some options,” said Phillips. “He can help us as a right- 
handed bat off the bench or help us bring back value ® 
our ballclub. It freed up some money for us and gives us 
some freedom to explore other options ” For .Blair* the 
return to Detroit completes a rocky circle that began when 
he went 16-8 in 27 starts for the Tigers in 1997 ..In the off- 
season he signed a three-year, $1 1.5 million contract with 
the Arizona Diamondbacks. Blair was horrible for the 
expansion Diamondbacks, going 4-15 with a 534 ERA in 
23 starts after starting the year 0-7. He was then seat to 
the Mets for Bernard Gilkey. With New York, Blair went 
1-1, lowering his ERA just below 5.00 for the season. . . 
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' WITH OMAR SHARIF * 

& TANNAH H8ISCH 
OiwTaniMugnon.K 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

* ** South - Q.4 - Boti vulnemWc. u Sou* 

you hold: • - - - 

*® 3 910642 0J754 *1083 *akQ3 9J982 01064 *KS 

The bidding has proceeded: Partner opena the bidding wahwa 


SOUTH WEST 
Paw Pm 


i Be tedding has proceeded- ™ “P*™ “““***> — z* 

NOErrHEAST SOUTH west diamond- What do you respond 

3NT 3 * Pas* Pm 

3a Paw ? Q. 5 - Neither vulnerable, os 

What action do you take? South you hold: . 

Q. z - North-South vulnerable, as *AI 08 2 963 
South you hold: 

The bidding hag proc eeded 

42 CUTS OA Q 1063 2 *KJ32 NORTH EAST SO 

14- It? P» 

Th e bidd ing has proceeded: ■ VJ .1 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST What action do you take? 

10 Pasa n Pan . 


- reclu! 


which n 
• b-.Hry 
•-iriiinug 
n>ect 
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What do you bid non? 


Q. 6 - Neither bulneraWo. a* 
South you hold: 


Q.3 - A* South, vulnerable, you 4KJ87 CWT4 0*6 
hold: 

The bidding haa prod 

4K10876 i?KQ32 oqc jlQIQ WEST NORTH EAST 

Partner opens the bidding with one 10 DM 

notrmqp. Whuiiliiymin^inif.' Whnl action do you Uk*? 



TEL.-463-4144 


TEL:463-4I44 



PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQUALL 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


CINEMA TEL3699238 

PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30, 3 JO, 6:30, 
8-J0, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 3677420 

CONCORD 


John Travolta & 

Emma Thompson .. m 

PRIMARY COLORS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00, 8:15,10:30 
CONCORD T 

FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 3 JO, 5 JO 


CINEMA . TEUM34793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.ja/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


OF ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. SJ0, 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Calleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Watch but for 
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10CAL SPORTS SCENE 

journalists stranded at airport 

f. AMMAN — Jordan Olympic Committee Secretary 
! General Ismat Kurdi Saturday rushed to assist mem- 
?beis of Jordan's media delegation to Asian Games. 
. which opens today in Bangkok, who were left strand- 
j ed at airport with no booking and were surprised to 
■ discover that they had no reservations at their hotel 
i after arrival. The three journalists also did not have 
f any badges ready and were left unaided after failing to 
i rontact "officials of Jordan’s 56- member delegation. 

Prince Mohammad honours 
5 chess, shooting athletes 

AMMAN — Jordan Shooting Federation President 
i HRH Prince Mohammad, His Majesty King Hussein’s 
v personal representative, Saturday awarded the nation- 
al shooting team representing the Public Security 
Department, for their first place win at the 
; International Police Championship, which was recent- 
>ly -held in the United Arab Emirates. Mohammad 
- Jaradat won the gold medal, Raed Qurashi achieved 
the silver and A tall ah Jbour took the bronze. Prince 
-•Mohammad also awarded chess players who got 
•advanced standings at the Arab Junior Chess 
i Championship. Jordan Royal Shooting Club Director 
l Aysar Hiari and a number of officials attended the cer- 
iiemony. 

• • Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Bangkok insect invasion 
claims gymnasts as victims 


BANGKOK (R) — The invasion of the insects went on 
nabated at the Asian Games on Saturday when gymnasts 
became the latest victims of bites and scratches. 

‘‘After dark, as soon as we put the lights on. the raosqui- 
locs attack,” said Iranian gymnastics coach Mohammad 

AWfiW* V t ■ I ■ ■ l . - «. - •!..,*/. 1 1 1 . 

Games, officials^ who, have tried to cope with .an. invasion.. 

pool with their own bug sprays., called in : . 
fc Kg guns to repel the latest threaL 
They asked Thailand’s Public Health Authority to act 
ttxflise of fears the plague of mosquitoes and other 
Beets, cquld set off an epidemic of diseases like dengue 
twr. 

flic result has been round-the-clock spraying to keep 
vh the scourge. * 

le’ swimming and gymnastics competitions of the 
member 6-20 Games start on Monday. 

Ban g k o k itself is not normally known as a dengue fever 
ooehat" parts of the countryside of Thailand are afflicted 
disease, ’which is carried by mosquitoes. 

Azarpay said the insect plague was not only irritating and 
nminfortable, but dangerous for gymnasts who rely on 
piit second timing in routines in which they risk literally 
ifeaiid limb. 

ftesaid China’s star gymnasts, who include a number of 
'Odd champions, have also been upset by the invasion. 
There is no air-conditioning in the gymnastics hall so 
be windows are always open.” said Azarpay. 

Thai gy mnas tic coach Sampan Mek -Alpha said the mos- 
lOitoes were more friendly to Thais than foreigners. 

They -don’t bite Thai skin. We have no problems. ' he 
a grin. 

Insects have not been a problem at three previous Asian 
wnes hosted by Thailand. 

However, in 1066, 1970 and 1978, the Gaines were held 
B locations that were not mosquito-prone like the present 
fitme which was built on a reclaimed swamp on the out- 
kirts of Bangkok. 

The previous Games were also before Thailand s recent- 
ly stalled economic boom, which has resulted in Bangkok s 
Ration outstripping the ability of authorities to provide 
■ftastructure like efficient drainage. 

Tens of thousands of dead insects have been found float- 
in the Asian Games pools, attracted by the lights and 
l *terofthe open-air facility. 

phiraphan Chanmanee, coordinator for pool facilities, 
pest control units were spraying non-poisonous rnsec- 
to keep back the tide of bugs and squads of workers 
‘ftebeen assigned to clear out the dead insects each morn- 


Asian Games 


China set to dominate field 


Sheikh Ahmed Bin Hashar of the United Arab Emirates 
practices trap shooting in Bangkok one day before the 
Asian Games opening ceremonies. Workers scrambled 
throughout the Games' various venues to complete last 
minute preparations and rehearsals before the official 
opening Dec. 6 (AFP photo) 

Round one ends — ■ 
now the Asiad football 
clash of giants begins 


BANGKOK (DPA) — 
South Korea got off to a 
wobbly start, defending 
champions Uzbekistan 
went on a wild goal spree, 
and favourites Iran looked 
to be cruising as the Asian 
Games football competition 
came ro the end of round 
one Saturday. 

The final matches pro- 
duced no surprises — 
except for the sheer power 
of the scoreline in 
Uzbekistan’s 15-0 hammer- 
ing of hapless Mongolia, an 
Asian Games record that 
included four hat-tricks as 
Libedev. Shkvim and 
Kutibavev all hit three and 
Kasimov hit four. 

The expected minnows all 
made early exists — 
Vietnam, Cambodia. Nepal, 
the Maldives. Hong Kong, 
Mongolia and Laos — hav- 
ing conceded 76 goals 
among them and having 
won not a single point. 
Their best performance was 
Nepal limiting India to 
.Carlton Chapman's single- 
goal win Saturday. 

• South Korea’s Surprise 
defeat by Turkmenistan ear- 
lier in the week meant that 
the young side of coach 
Huh Jung-Moo finds itself 
in a tough group with rivals 
Japan. Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates when 
the next round gets going 
on Monday. 

The Koreans saw 25-year- 
old defender Lee Byoung- 
Keun become the first man 
Ln the tournament to be sent 
off in that encounter, which 
meant Turkmenistan ended 
top of Group A. 

The defeat at least meant 
the South Koreans avoided 
having to play political 
rivals North Korea, who 
held the United Arab 
Emirates to a 3-3 draw in 
the only encounter of 
Group E after Brunei's pull- 
out. The Emirates won a 
penalty shoot-out 4-1 to top 
the group. 

Turkmenistan, and not 
South Korea, advanced to 
the easier second-round 
group that includes North 
Korea, Uzbekistan and 
India as the tournament 
comes in from seven 
provincial venues. 

The competition re-forms 
the eight initial mini-groups 
of the 23 starters to four 
groups of four in round- 
robin format. The top two 
of each group will then 
advance to quarter-finals as 



, the bail fly after his second swing at 
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the knock-out phase begins. 

The other two groups 
include a further clash of 
favourites — Iran and 
China — along with Oman 
and Tajikistan, while fierce- 
ly supported home side 
Thailand are up against 
Kazakhstan, Lebanon and 
Qatar. 

That last opponent is sure 
to mean an encounter pre- 
ceded by pleas for restraint, 
since it was a “friendly” 
against Qatar ten days ago 
that had to be abandoned 
amid disgraceful fighting 
scenes. 

The Qataris furthered 
their hot-headed reputation 
near the end of their 2- 1 win 
over Tajikistan, when 20- 
y ear-old Nayel A1 Khater 
was sent off for over-zeal- 
ousness. 

Iran, fielding seven of 
their World Cup side 
including Bayern Munich 
striker Ali Daei. are clearly 
taking things easy at the 
sian of a long tournament 
which will see medal-win- 
ning teams Rave to play 
eight matches. They were 
well in control in their 2-0 
defeat of Kazakhstan, and 
Saturday’s 6-1 roasting of 
Laos. 

China, captained by 
Crystal Palace defender Fan 
Zhiiyi and coached by 
England's Bobby 

Houghton. saw their 
German Bundesliga striker 
Yang Chen of Eintracbt 
Frankfurt hit a hat-trick in 
the 4- 1 defeat of Cambodia. 

• Other hat-tricks came 
from Viktor Zubarev in 
Kazakhstan’s 5-0 win over 
Laos, and two each for 
Kuwait's Faij Laheeb and 
Jassem Al Houwaidi in the 
1 1-0 drubbing of Mongolia. 

However, the goal rush 
will certaialy calm down as 
the tournament enters its 
next phase, with intriguing 
clashes already in the offing 
between South Korea and 
Japan and between Iran and 
China. 

The Asian Football 
Confederation has mean- 
while again given a warn- 
ing to the Thai hosts about 
the poor condition of die 
pitch at Bangkok's 
Suphachalasai Stadium 
which is hosting most 
matches. 

Sections of the re-turfed 
surface have become badly 
rutted and uneven, prompt- 
ing loud complaints from 
coaches and players. 
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BANGKOK (R) — China, 
despite the withdrawal of 
world champion Lu Yufu 
and a rash of insect bites, are 
poised to again dominate the 
Asian Games gymnastics 
competition starting on 
Monday. 

Beijing's powerful men’s 
squad are out to repeal their 
gold medal in the team 
event at the 1994 Hiroshima 
Gaines, and are undeiened 
by the withdrawal of vault 
and floor star Lu Yufu with a 
knee injury last Friday. 

Leading the squad for 
Monday's men’s team final 
will be two times parallel 
bars world champion Zhang 
Jingjin while the triple gold 
medallist in last year’s East 
Asian Games, Zhao Sheng 
flew in on Saturday to 
replace Lu. 

China's head coach Huang 
Yubing said he was confi- 
dent of hauling eight to 10 
golds out of a total of 17 in 
men's and women’s rhyth- 
mic gymnastics. 

The women's squad, who 
scooped every available 
gold in the artistic competi- 
tion at Hiroshima, will also 
be the ones to beat after 
impressive performances by 
Liu Xuan, Meng Feng, Kui 
Yuanyuan and Bi Wenjing at 
the World Championships in 
Switzerland last year. 

The main challenges to the 
Chinese might are expected 
from North Korea, making a 
return to the Games after an 
eight year absence, Japan, 
Taiwan and the Central 
Asian republics of 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. 

World Championship gold 
medallist in the horizontal 
bar and valut, Sergey 
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A workman puts the finishing touches on a giant soccer 
ball at the Thammasat University Sports Complex, one 
of the main venues for the 13th Asian Games which 
opens today I AFP photo ) 


Fedorchenko of 

Kazakhstan, and team-mate 
Alexey Dmitriyenko. who 
was runner-up in parallel 
bars, are the greatest threat 
to China in the men’s indi- 
vidual disciplines. 

Japan and Uzbekistan are 


strong medal contenders in 
the women’s competition, 
which took on a new com- 
plexion last month after 
South Korea’s entire 
women's artistic gymnastic 
team was forced to with- 
draw after four out of the six 


girls tested positive for 
banned substances. 

South Korea's men’s team 
and women *s rhythmic 
gymnasts will be attending 
the Games, which open on 
Sunday and end on 
December 20. 

Hosts, Thailand, while not 
expecting a medal, hope to 
reach the finals, said coach 
Sampan Mek-Arpha. 

However, back problems 
and muscle strains are 
plaguing local stars 
Rattaporn Khemtong and 
Rainpom Jarusdee. 

Problems of a different 
kind have unsettled visiting 
teams. 

An invasion of insects has 
claimed gymnasts as their 
latest victims. 

“There is no air-condition- 
ing so the windows are 
always open.” said Iranian 
gymnastic coach 

Mohammad Azarpay. “After 
dark, as soon as we put the 
lights on. the mosquitoes 
attack." 

He said the Chinese team 
had also suffered insect 
bites. 

Asked if the Thai team had 
experienced bug bites, 
coach Sampan shrugged: 
“They don’t bite Thai skin. 
We have no problems.” 

Insects have already 
caused problems at the 
swimming pool, where 
squads of workers have 
been trying to clear thou- 
sands of dead bugs attracted 
by the lights and water of 
the open-air facility. 


Cuban boxing know-how 
on show at Asian Games 


BANGKOK (R) — Their 
fighters are not here but the 
soul of Cuba's famed fight- 
ers will be present in a host 
of coaches when the box- 
ing gets underway at the 
Asian Games on Monday. 

The Philippines, 

Pakistan, Laos. India, 

Indonesia and hosts 

Thailand all have Cuban 
head coaches for their box- 
ing teams. 

There are also a sprin- 
kling of other Cubans as 
trainers and cornermen in 
other teams. 

Rafael Ramirez, coach of 
Pakistan since 1993, says 
the presence of the Cubans 
throughout Asia has led to 
a sharp rise in the standard 
of Asian boxing and made 
the contests more even 
than in the past. 

“We are spreading our 
Cuban methods and it is 
paying off,” Ramirez said. 

The measures include 
identifying boxers of the 
future when they are barely 
in their teens and uncom- 
promising training regimes 
that go on non-stop. 

“We are very profession- 
al about boxing back in 
Cuba even though we only 


compete in amateur events 
like the Olympics.” he said 
while supervising his team 
during their wami-u 4 
schedule at the Muang 
Thong Thani Stadium in 
Bangkok. 

“We start the guys early, 
from 1 0 or 11 years of age, 
and take them through set 
stages depending on how 
old they are. 

“So when they are old 
enough for senior competi- 
tion they have had six or 
seven years in boxing.” 

Ramirez comes from 
Guantanamo, a region of 
400,000 famous not only 
for the Cuban revolution 
song about it. but also for 
producing 14 World 
Champions and nine 
Olympic Champions. 

“We also have beautiful 
women.” he said with a 
smile. 

Ramirez is hoping for at 
least three medals from his 
team but he says the com- 
petition will be tough. 

The flyweight, light fly, 
bantam and welterweight 
divisions are all expected 
to be hotly contested. 

The Central Asian 
Republics of Kazakhstan 


and Uzbekistan, making 
only their second appear- 
ance in the Asian Games 
after the break up of the 
communist-era Soviet 
Union, are fielding strong 
teams and look set to con- 
test the title for the most 
golds. 

In the last Asian Games 
in Hiroshima in 1994. the 
gold medals were evenly 
split with the Philippines 
ending on top with three 
golds from the 12 divisions 
contested. Uzbekistan. 
Kazakhstan and South 
Korea took two each. 

Hosts Thailand are confi- 
dent of bagging a swag of 
medals and hopes are high 
that Olympic Champion 


Somluck Kh aiming will be 
able to defend the feaiher- 
weight title he won in 
Hiroshima. 

Still recovering from an 
ankle injury in training, he 
will have plenty of opposi- 
tion. including Abdullaev 
Mahamatkodir of 

Uzbekistan. 


Ramirez believes, 

Thailand will have to fight 
hard to win the three to 
five gold medals that have 
been predicted, because of 
the overall rise iD the stan- 
dard of Asian boxing. 

“Do they think they will 
be fighting alone?” he 
asked. 


Hyundai Accent GLS 1996, duty paid, 
very good condition, 12,000 km, 5 gears, A/C, 
power windows, central door locking. 
Price: JD8,500 

Please contact 5665496 



Um Uthina - Sirriyeh Center 
Tel. 5528251 
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A leading NGO specializing in microfinance services is 
recruiting for the pok of MIS officer. This is a challenging job 
that involves working within a dynamic team environment. 
Interested applicants should: 

• Hold a bachelors or masters degree (preferable) 
in computer science from a reputable university: 

• Have minimum 2 years experience in software 
development: 

■ Be inquisitive and willing to learn; 

• Be a self-starter with a pleasant character; 

• Be willing to work as a member of a team and 
always keep a smile on his/her face. 

Applicants should send a copy of their CVs, no later than 
December 12, to the following address: 

Attn.: Executive TJIreclp r 
P.O. Box:9115^;V^: 
Amman 11191 

Fax: 567-4845 " ^ 

Women are encouraged to apply 


FURNISHED ROOF APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe modern furnishing, 280 sq.m.. Consists of 3 
bedrooms (1 master), 2 salons, 2 fireplaces, maid's 
room, big storage room. Location: 7th Circle, near 
Royal Automobile Club. 

If interested please call: 079/539837 


JORDAN FAST CLEAN I 

MARBLE POLISHING, DRY CLEANING FOR RUGS, I 
CARPETS AND FURNITURES USING THE NEWEST 1 
AND BEST CANADIAN TECHNIQUES AND C0 2 GAS. ' 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. I 
TEL.: 4659504, 079/534566, 079/551710 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

1) Area: 220 sq.m., second floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, guest room, spacious living room, veranda, independent central 
heating, telephone, maid's room, modem equipped Kitchen and luxurious furni- 
ture. 

Annuel Rent JD6.000. 

2) Area: 90 sqjn, first floor. Consists of 2 bedrooms, (fining room and sitting 
loom, bathroom, fully furnished kitchen, telephone, separate central heating, 
water well, private garage, UK and extra outside door. 

Annual Rent: JD3.500. 

Please call between 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

Tel.: 5665711, 5679676 - Mobile: 079-523459 



ALMEZAN 
TOWER HOTEL OO. 
Required/General 
Director- HOTEL (4) STARS 


Tne Admin sira lion o( the company advertise lor an appointment to fa the post o! 
(general Director, to tna hotel at the company accord ng to the loltowlng: 

1 . Cancfidate must have a suitable scientific qualifications 

2. Musi have a practical experience in hotels labour field, not lew than (15) years. 
,5l years at least as general (tractor io hotel (3) stars and above. 

3 . Musi have skills hi uswg tne computer. 

4. Good knowledge ol two languages in addition to mother language. 

5. Very good salary, plus high level bonus. 

S. Applications be sent enclosed with the toflowlng: 

— Photocopy of valid passport - CV with newly personal photograph — Scientific 
certificate — Experience practical certificate. 

7. Address 

Hebron, Palestine, P.O, Box 201, Telefax: 2224291, E-mail: mmneoOpab 
net. com 

Administration 









12 News 

Mubarak says Syria 
wants better Turk ties 
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ANKARA (R> — Egyptian 
President Hdsni Mubarak 
on Saturday delivered a 
message from Syrian 
President Hafez Assad to 
his Ttirirish counterpart, 
Suleyman Demirel, as part 
of efforts to improve dam- 
aged ties between Ankara 
and Damascus. 

Relations between Syria 
and Turkey suffered earlier 
this year wben Ankara 
threatened to use force 
unless Syria baited its 
alleged support for Turkish 
Kurd rebels fighting for 
self-rule. 

“T have conveyed to Mr. 
Demirel the desire of Mr. 
Assad to improve bilateral 
relations and to build a con- 
structive and productive 
cooperation between the 
two nations.” Mubarak told 
a joint news conference 
with Demirel in Ankara. 

“The Syrian president is 
sincere [in his efforts] to 
rehabilitate relations with 
Turkey,” said Mubarak, 
who arrived on Saturday at 
the start of a two-day visit 
to Turkey during which he 
also plans to discuss Cairo's 
trade relations with Ankara. 

Mubarak shuttled 

between Ankara and 
Damascus in early October 
to try to ease the tensions 
created by Turkey’s threats 


of force against Syria. 

Egyptian mediation 
efforts later helped to pro- 
duce a deal in which Syria 
pledged not to allow guer- 
rilla activities of the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) on its soil. 

But Demirel was cautious 
over the Syrian rapproche- 
ment, saying he had expect- 
ed it to act on the recent 
deal struck between 
Turkish and Syrian diplo- 
mats in the southern 
Turkish town of Adana. 

“We would like to start a 
new era to rid of the sedi- 
ments left by past inci- 
dents... but the Adana deal 
must operate better,” he 
said. He did not give 
details. 

The deal is believed to 
have forced PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan to leave 
Syria after living there for 
years. Ocalan, who stayed 
briefly in Russia, was 
arrested on arrival in Italy, 
triggering a diplomatic row 
between Ankara and Rome 
— both members of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation. 

Asked whether he was 
p lanning to meet Assad, 
Demirel said: “It is too 
early for that.” 

The 14 years of conflict 
between Turkish armed 


forces and the PKK has 
claimed more than 29,000 
lives. 

O calan has been under 
house arrest in Rome since 
Nov. 12. Turkey wants his 
extradition, but Italy says 
its constitution prevents it 
from sending suspects to 
countries with the death 
penalty. 

Mubarak will also seek 
ways to boost trade rela- 
tions during meetings he is 
due to have with Turkish 
officials on Sunday. 

“We are aimin g to raise 
trade volume to SI billion. 
We will also discuss selling 
up of free trade zones to 
that end,” he said. Turkey's 
annual trade volume with 
Egypt now is around $650 
million. 

Economy Minister 

Youssef Boutros-Ghali, 
Supply and Trade Minister 
Ahmad Gueily and a dele- 
gation of businessmen were 
accompanying Mubarak, an 
indication of the commer- 
cial nature of his latest visit 

The government-owned 
Ai Ahram newspaper quot- 
ed Egypt's ambassador to 
Turkey. Mabdi Fathullah. 
as saying tbat the volume of 
bilateral trade had 
increased last year by 25 
per cent He gave no fig- 
ures. 


4 policemen killed Yeltsin 


in Algeria — report 


ALGIERS (R) — Radical 
Islamists killed four policemen 
and wounded several others in 
two ambushes in Algeria, 
bringing to around 50 the 
number of people killed in an 
upsurge of violence this week, 
the daily newspaper Liberte 
said on Saturday. 

, Armed Islamists gunned 
down three policemen and 
wounded several in an ambush 
on Friday in the Lakharia area 
of Bouiza province, 90 kilome- 
tres east of Algiers, the paper 
said. 

In a second ambush on die 
same day. rebels shot dead the 
head of a local police force, 
known as Communal Guards, 
in the Ighll Nath Amer area of 
the same province, it added. 

The daily newspaper Le 
Quotidien d'Oran said on 
Saturday rebels killed two 
members of a government 
force in a similar ambush in 
the Telagh area of the western 
province of Sidi Bel Abbes on 
Tbesday. 

It said “armed Islamists” cut 
the throats of two civilians at a 
fake roadblock on Thursday 
near Gfaar Ettorba town, some 
300 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers. 

The killings brought to some 


50 the number of people, 
mostly civilians, reported 
killed in the past five days, 
according to newspaper and 
official reports. 

La Nouvefle Repubhque 
said die carnage was ominous 
of more blood to be shed ahead 
of the fasting month of 
Ramadan which will be 
observed in die seeendhaUtof 
December depenefegiOOutbe 
sighting of die moon. 

“(The rebels] appeared to 
have restructured their forces 
during the relative lull of the 
summer and regained strength 
despite successive assaults by 
government troops on then- 
hideouts,” the newspaper said. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
said the rebels are expected to 
step ip killings ahead of and 
during Ramadan, as they did in 
such period in the past four 
years. 

Muslim guerrillas reckon 
Ramadan as an auspicious 
month for what they call their 
“holy war” against die govern- 
ment. 

About 1,200 people have 
been killed in Ramadan last 
year in a gruesome pattern 
established in the previous 
years. The government blame 
rebels on the carnage. 


Annan in Libya, 
hopes to ‘break ice’ 
over Lockerbie 


(Continued from page 1) 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook had a 15- 
minute telephone conversa- 
tion with Annan on 
Saturday before the launch 
of the secretary general's 
mission. 

Cook's ministry said the 
Anglo-American offer of a 
trial in a third country was 
genuine and serious and 
that there was no hidden 
agenda. 

“The key point on which 
we are insisting is that, if 
convicted, the suspects 


would have to serve sen- 
tences in a Scottish prison," 
a spokesman said. 

“But we are happy to put 
in place international 
observer structures to con- 
firm that they were being 
treated properly." 

If Libya does decide to 
surrender the men, the 
United Nations has made 
arrangements to fly them to 
the Netherlands within 24 
hours, diplomats said. 

An aircraft is waiting on 
standby in Italy ready to fly 
to Tripoli to collect them. 


Syria, Iraq invite Turkey 
to attend water talks 


may be 
ready 
to return 


MOSCOW (API — 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
ready to return to work, 
his , spokesman . said 
Saturday, nearly two 
weeks after the president 
was hospitalised with 
pneumonia. 

What spokesman Dmitri 
Yakushkin didn't say, 
however, was exactly 

when Yeltsin will return. 

Since his hospitalisation 
on Nov. 22, Yeltsin has 
hovered in the deep back- 
ground of Russia’s politi- 
cal discourse, largely 

unseen and unheard. His 
place at the centre of 
national affairs has been 
taken by his prime minis- 
ter, Yevgeny Primakov. 

In announcing Yeltsin’s 
imminent return. 

Yakushkin tried to restore 
some lustre to the presi- 
dent's image, depicting 
him as an active, well-con- 
nected executive even 
from his hospital bed — 
an image few Russians are 
likely to believe anymore. 

Speaking on Echo 
Moscow radio, Yakushkin 
said Yeltsin “remains the 
most influential politician 
in the country, no matter 
what is said about it" He 
noted that the president 
remains in control of the 
device that would autho- 
rise a nuclear strike. 

He described Yeltsin as 
someone who is “full of 
energy, speaks very bright- 
ly and works a lot" A desk 
in his hospital room is 
heaped with working 
papers, and Yeltsin keeps 
fully abreast of events in 
the country, the 
spokesman said. 

He remarked that alco- 
holic beverages, for which 
the president is known to 
enjoy, are “absolutelypro- 
hibited" in the hospital. 

“The president does not 
think about his early resig- 
nation.” Yakushkin said. 
He added, that Yeltsin “is 
closely watching sharp or 
insulting statements made 
by certain politicians con- 
cerning his actions.” 



PALESTINIAN COMMERCIAL FLIGHT: A Jordanian woman hands out roses to passengers as they disembark 
from the first Palestinian commercial flight out of Gaza International Airport, which landed in Amman on 
Saturday. The Fokker-50, carrying 45 passengers, was held up for nearly four hours due to disagreements 
between Israeli and Palestinian authorities over security procedures (AFP photo) 

PLO’s Central Council to meet on charter 

We will not vote... we will dap to speeches 
by President Arafat and President Clinton’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian leaders, 
naming foe day for fulfilment 
of one of their Wye River 
pledges to Israel, have called a 
meeting of the Palestinian 
Central Ccui^ (PCC) in Gaza 
on Thursday to reaffirm their 
acceptance of Israel’s right to 
exist 

The FOC, speaking for the 
membership of foe Palestine 
T iteration Or ganisation (PLO), 
is expected to endorse 
President Yasser Arafat’s nulli- 
fication of articles ip AePLO’s 
Charter xHdbdcdi called for^jftib 
desruction of the state rrfTSrael 

"The Palestinian Central 
Council wD meet in Gaza on 
Thursday at 1030 am. [local 
time]” raid Saleem Al Zanoun, 
who is the speaker of Palestine 
National Council (PNC), a 
larger and broader body which, 
includes those who belong to 
foePCC. 

Zanoun told Reuters that the 
PCC wiU discuss several issues 


mrhvttng thft Pt Ci char ter. 

“President Yasser Arafat’s let- 
ter to U.S. President Bill 
Gmtoa winch outlines the arti- 
cles in the charter that have 
been revoked by the PNC in 
1996 will be submitted for dis- 
cussion and foe 125-member 
PCC wfl] be required to vote to 
endorse it,” be said. 

The Wye River deals signed 
in Washington in October 
require tbat foe PCC meet to 
reaffirm the letter of Jan. 22, 
1998 from Arafat to Cfinton 
concerning the charter articles 
that are inconsistent with the 
peace deals. 

Members of the PNG the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council foe cabinet and other 
Palestinian bodies are also 
required to reaffirm their sup- 
port for foe peace process in 
another meeting to be 
addressed by Clinton and 
Arafat in mid-Decenibex: 

“We have issued invitations 
to all 730 members of the PNG 


and to members of other 
Pal es tinian institutions to attend 
this public meeting that would 
be addressed by President 
Arafat and President Clinton,” 
Zanoun said. 

Palestinian officials said tbs 
large meeting would not vote 
for foe nullification of foe char- 
ter provisions which call for 
Israel's destruction. 

“Wfe will not vote. We will 
dap to the speeches of 
President Arafat and President 
Qintoa” said negotiator 
HassanAsfouc 

“The extraordinary sesaon of 
the PNC that was held in Gaza 
in 19% had overwhelmingly 
voted in favour of the cancella- 
tion of those provisions. 
Therefore foey do not exist and 
the PLO is now without a char- 
ter until it drafts a new 
covenant,” said PLO Executive 
Committee member Mahmoud 
Abbas. In 1996, 504 PNC 
members voted in favour of 
amending the charter, 45 voted 


against and 14 abstained. Over 
133 members, mainly from the 
opposition, did not attend the 
gathering. The PLO's charter 
was drafted in 1964 aid calls 
for liberating all of Britisb- 
TTvnvtafp. Palestine through 
armed struggle: 

Israel which has not accept- 
ed foe 19% PNCs decision, 
demands that the 730 PNC 
members meet again to vote for 
the charter's amendment 

Around 60 membere of the 
Palestinian opposition in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip are 
preparing to hold a conference 
on foe day set for foe large pub- 
lic meeting that would be 
attended by Clinton to express 
their rejection to changes in the 
charter 

Leaders of foe Damascus- 
based opposition groups, in a 
challenge to Arafat and his 
peace policies, were also 
preparing to hold a conference 
on. that same day aime d at 
forming a new FLO. 


Yilmaz, Ecevif agree on ‘one-half’ of 
planned coalition, Ciller still needed 


ANKARA (DPA) — 
Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit said 
on Saturday he had 
reached agreement on one- 
half of a planned coalition 
government and would 
seek the other half on 
Monday. 

“The Motherland Party 
(ANAP) has said that it 
would . unconditionally 
support our model,” Ecevit 
told reporters in Ankar a 
after meeting for 40 min- 
utes with ANAP chairman 
and Premier Mesut Yilmaz. 

Ecevit, who was charged 
with forming a government 
on . Wednesday, a : week 
after the collapse of 
Yttmaz’s minority govern- 
ment over claims of mafia 


links, is seeking to set up a 
three-party government 
between his Democratic 
Left Party (DSP), ANAP 
and Tansu Ciller’s True 
Path Party (DYP). 

“This is the most appro- 
priate and realistic formu- 
la. I do not think it right to 
consider other models 
without first conferring 
with the DYP,'’ Ecevit said 
Saturday. 

The DSP chairman is 
expected to met Ciller 
Monday. The DYP has 
already said that it was 
against Ecevit’s proposal 
which they describe as a 
‘‘resurrection of the top- 
pled government.” 

Ecevit said he would 
meet Yilmaz a second time . 


after his meeting with 
Ciller, adding that he 
would decide afterwards 
whether to meet other 
party leaders. 

Both Ecevit and Y ilmaz 
warned that Turkey should 
not waste precious time in 
setting up a new govern- 
ment when foe country is 
facing serious domestic 
and external problems. 

“The important thing; is- 
to- set up a government 
which would have the 
majority in parliament and 
which would protect 
Turkey’s interests," Yilmaz 
said Saturday. 

The two leaders -added 
that they had agreed a leg- 
islative programme for 
parliament, including a bill 


on granting voting rights to 
Turks living abroad and a 
move to restrict political 
immunity. 

Ecevit, meanwhile, said 
he hoped efforts to form a 
government would not take 
a long time, forcing 
President Suleyman 
Demirel to set up a caretak- 
er government responsible 
for . holding elections 
scheduled for April 18 next 
year. . 

Ecevit’s DSP is the 
fourth biggest party with 
61 deputies in the 550*|eat 
parliament The Islarnist 
Virtue Party (FP) has the 
upper hand with 144 seats, 
followed by ANAP with 
136 seats and DYP with 99 
seats’ 


Iraq says weapons inspectors distorting facts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Amin said the cabinet 
was out of order and had 
been discarded in an old 
storehouse which 

UNSCOM had already 
inspected. He said just one 
filter had been found and 
said it was for purifying 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syria and Iraq have 
strongly criticised Ankara's 
moltibUlion-doUar plan for 
building dams on the 
Euphrates, saying this has 
led to a sharp decline in the 
flow of water to both coun- 
tries, who use it for drink- 
ing and irrigation. 

Officials said the Iraqi 


irrigation minister con- 
ferred on Saturday with 
Syrian Prime Minis ter 
Mahmoud Zu’bi and both 
agreed to promote irrigation 
cooperation. 

“The Syrian and Iraqi 
sides agreed to step up 
coordination in all interna- 
tional conferences and 
meetings that deal with 
water,” one official said. 


drinking water. 

The inspectors, charged 
with overseeing the scrap- 
ping of Iraq’s biological 
and chemical weapons and 
long-range missile pro- 
grammes, have been work- 
ing in Iraq for seven years 
but say Iraq has consistent- 
ly withheld information 


from them. 

They have been rebuild- 
ing their operations after 
briefly evacuating last 
month at the height of a 
standoff between Iraq and 
the United Nations. 
Diplomats say UNSCOM' 
will test vigorously 
Baghdad's promise of 


renewed cooperation. 

Iraq is pushing for a 
comprehensive review of 
its compliance with UJM. 
disarmament require- 
ments, hoping this will 
lead to an easing of tough 
sanctions imposed for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 


Lebanon’s new cabinet drafts reform programme 


(Continued from page 1) 

But financiers said 
investors were waiting to 
hear the new action plan 
before passing judgment, 
especially as foe cabinet 
consists of super ministries 
grouping disparate portfo- 


lios and several ministers 
without political track 
records. 

Only two ministers were 
carried over from foe Hariri 
administration — Interior 
Minister and Deputy Prime 
“Minister Michel Al Murr 
and Suleiman Tony Franjieh, 


appointed to the newly- 
formed agriculture, housing 
and cooperatives min istry. 

Key figures in foe new 
government include 

Economy, Trade and 
Industry Minister Nasser 
Saidi, a well-respected cen- 
tral bank vice governor, and 


Public Works and 
Transportation Minister 
Najeeb Miqati, bead of one 
of Lebanon’s two private 
sector mobile telephone 
firms. 

“We are facing several 
challenges,” said Mohamed 
Youssef Beydoun, who was 


given the newly-combined 
education, culture, youth, 
guidance and sports portfo- 
lios. 

“But the academic and 
reputable nature of this cabi- 
net makes me optimistic 
about foe future,” he said in 
a statement. 


- .V. •' 


Bodyscanriere 
offer the perfect 
tailor's fit 

LONDON (R)- -Braid,,, 




llfri ' 






^^changmgnx^*^ 
300000 pants an 


- — — - — — vwuunfr ; 

fea precision. 
biggest revdntroo^F^^] 
for a gaxsatfc^ K 
Tideaven, 


the fashion scap^wady, 
3.4 nnHion round' 


research 

shops and nving 

could become 

past. You could do _ it alTfond 

borne, never go iigb a chE ^: 

room again if you 

to," he told Saturdays !^ 

newspaper. . ;••*-* { 

More good news ] 
for winedrinkeis 

WASHINGTON 
drinkers gel another gwiie^ 
son to enjoy foe oaaSBagl 
glass — doctors sakl Jrofyfj 
could reduce the riskefsofoi 
The Danish study in foe jound! 
Stroke found that, people d 
drink moderate amoaj©:0 
wine have a lower ride 
than those who drink bw ii 
spirits. Many studies /fa? 
found that people wfcTdfoki 
modern amoora of akotaj- 
no more fom about twbtfee 
a day — tend 
risk of heart disease. Some 
foe studies indicate foatrig 
has stronger effects, while ci 
ers indicate any alcoholic 
does foe trick. 

Italians come but 
in favour of female 
president rijf 
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ROME(R)— Iforttefiminfi e - m 

in their country's 127^£te ft lljjjjj ♦ ♦ ^ 

tony, Italians are wam^tmt^ll fl | Q l | \J 

idea of a female head ofsa 

According to a poC loom 

sioned by - Italy’s • lap 

Opportunities MirdstEr -fin ® r-<: iT.ur. 

Balbo, 41 per cent of ifo . 

questioned said tfaepwerc ii ^ Palesir.o 

favour of a female prescfcn i'.h7£r;r. .cr.t 

Just 13 per cent said foqrw« *r. 7 : V\ Bjri. 

against having a womans ta ^ hw r* -• 

head of state. The lenmn® -V 2 mmul ’viaL;. • her. 


per cent were ‘“nwiner^ ti®wnk.r ir. r : j 

foe whole issue. The la® Je-.* 

Italy's onrent president, Vki ••• rjv 

Luigi Scaltaro, eJqxtvTpnl Bank. ^ : 

May. Passible caafidates:^ to Nil witn r_rK"-.- 
foe post include .'Enropem ^ Wee and is*- 
Commissioner Emma Boobo- % earlier. 2" % 

former Foreign *faee Israei: -iicr. v,erc 

Susanna Agnelli mi insinaicf ISd m sinafa- 
broker turned metfo^ ihe Kur.v.' 

Letizia Mbraoi. 

Florists accused Oflyjr.LT. • r- k i , u - 

of grave offence. 
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LONDON (R) — A niattwl ihe i^d-t, T - 

coupie stole wreaths and l 

tributes from a north ofEngi^ 

cemetery under cover of dal- pnwiner- !t 

ness for their flower shy./:*" 01 i, vi .-j-omh. 
court was told. Mary Scctt, '-'nRuna;.-. The 

and her husband David, 

were afleg^y caught in 

by the North ShieWs ^ 
yard’s caretaker in April Poft* ) w., re, ' casc '^ ir^- j " 
searches of foe couple’s taj* on sVda- 

uncovered a stash, of axfr ^ ifa 
fence cards, including one »j, v er 7,7 

child's handwriting rraefing^ *ni pr r . fc . - ' 

Uncle Tnn. goodbye and G* ^ ^ ,. n 

blessTThecoq^pfea^.^^jT^^ i._7 rR - 
^ ar 

Court to five charges of . ; 

The case continues. . 
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Foul odour forces j*. 

3,000 out of office , ,, 

‘ ' ,^Rai -r-L ^ '•'“•‘lence " 

PHOENDC (R) — AfliySJ a ^ ^ 

ous noxious odour 

through a Isage Rwemx ^ pu - hed 
building Friday, sending at M ^ H> eij,^ 

a dozen pepfrfe to-the bo^ 

and forcing abratt 3,000 . . 

into the street fire officials saw- ^ u ^ ^ ‘“jp '7- 

About 50 people- were’ 

for nausea and.cfoerpn*^ * ^ ^ aih\ e , . 
Hreoffirials said foe sfcte^ ‘1 J ^ t., 


peopterepcmlniild brea*^ T i0 *e 

troWems. nausea + ' n ! ' r foe 

headaches,., but _no , “W, ** 
believed to be ^ hoj -i em 

It was not mnnafiatriy kn^ \ - : -is 

f ,7 

it was coming ftp®* ^ the r i ic ^ 
Battalion Chief Phi hta 

spokesman. Several * * schst 

gssj^^siraa n Si 


cials repotted ftat they .C^prR c / iil ^Tir 1 i i 


find no gas leak. 


